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What Screens Are 
Doing to Our Kids 


Many parents worry that their 
children too often use video 
devices — smartphones, video 

games, TVs — and that the overuse 

is hurting their children. They're right. We 
explain the problems and tell some strategies 
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Christians by the million 
worldwide 


are being 


subjected to biased rules, 
torture, kidnapping, and 
murder. Because mainstream 
media won't report it, other 


Machines that can do 
autonomous problem solving 
are here. These machines will 
obviously transform society 
from the workplace to the 
home, but will the changes be 


Are you one of the many 
millions of Americans who 
really want to do something 
about climate change? We’re 
with you, and have a solution 
to the problem. (April 22,2019, 


World Stage 


China is using its economic 
clout and the money it 
makes in international 
trade to bribe or coerce 
businesses and countries to 
do its bidding. (February 18, 


American children are 
progressively doing worse 
in math, reading, and 
other subjects, while being 
indoctrinated with leftist 
pablum — the cause and 
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What does “family owned & operated” really? mean? For the Clark family, it CHINO 
means getting up early for 45 years to work in their own community, and Disnivienaman 
: : i 0 A ‘ * 1 5 Mountain Ave. 
choosing to invest in the Inland Empire. Ina time when Wall Street is trying to Chino, CA 91710 
run Main Street, Clark’s Nutrition still believes that family owned and 
operated businesses are the backbone of the American dream, and feels 


privileged to help families live healthier and happier lives. LOMA LINDA 
: = 909.478.7714 
11235 Mountain View Ave. 
Loma Linda, CA 92354 
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RIVERSIDE 

951.686.4757 
SELECTION 4225 Market St. 
Clark’s has the largest selection of organic produce and supplements in the Inland Empire. Riverside, CA 92501 
NUTRITIONAL CONSULTANTS Pete 
We have trained Nutritional Consultants to help assist you with whatever your health goals are. diva es 
They're not on commission, and are here to help you “Live Better!” 34175 Monterey Ave. 

Rancho Mirage, CA 92270 


WE ARE EXCITED TO MEET YOU! It is our company mission to provide customers with nutritional 
assistance that can really have a lasting impact on their quality of life. We look forward to meeting 
and serving you! 


AFFORDABLE 
Clark’s goes to great lengths to make sure your family has what they need at an affordable price. 


STORE TOURS 
Come by any time and we will be glad to give you a personal tour and answer any of your questions. 
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Robert Mueller: Errand Boy 
for the New World Order 


Because of Mueller’s rapport with the Washington elite, 
John Milkovich suggests the former FBI director has 
been “an architect and willing accomplice to govern- 
mental corruption, chicanery, deception and cover-ups 
for at least the last 30 years.” He also says Mueller “is an 
ever-willing instrument of Deep State dissimulation” 
and has been “plunged up to his elbows in corruption 
and cover-ups.” (2018, 205pp, pb, $18.95ea) | BKRMEB 


George Washington's Secret 
Six: The Spies Who 
Saved America 


The American War of Independence is well under way 
in 1776, but things are looking bleak for General George 
Washington and his Continental Army. With Washing- 
ton’s hasty retreat from New York City in August, many 
think the war might soon be over. After all, how on earth 
is this ragtag group going to defeat its enemy, the well- 
trained and well-funded military of the largest empire 
in history? (2019, 176pp, hb, $24.95ea) BKGWSS 
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The Bulletproof 
George Washington 


First published in 1990, this thrilling account of God’s 
care of George Washington during the French and In- 
dian War is a story that once appeared in many his- 
tory textbooks but has since disappeared. You'll learn 
of Washington's character, God’s miraculous protection 
of him in battle, and of Washington's open gratitude for 
God’s intervention on his behalf. (2009ed, 59pp, pb, 
$8.95ea) BKBGW 


The Life of 
George Washington 


This book by John Marshall (Third chief justice of the 
U.S. Supreme Court) was the first major biography of 
our country’s first president. Written within eight years 
of Washington's death, this book has been described as 
“to this day, the fullest and most trustworthy treatment 
of that period from the conservative point of view.’ The 
editor’s foreword and notes, together with maps of ma- 
jor battle campaigns not included in the original edition, 
make this edition especially attractive for classroom or 
homeschooling use. (2000, 514pp, hb, $30.00ea) BKLGW 


Rescuing Our Children — And 
Our Nation — DVD 


There is a reason the Deep State globalists sound so confi- 
dent about the success of their agenda — they have a secret 
weapon: More than 85 percent of American children are 
being indoctrinated by radicalized government schools. 
(2019, 68min, 1-10/$1.00, 11-20/ $0.90, 21 - 49/ $0.80, 
50 - 99 / $0.75, 100-999/ $0.70, 1,000+/ $0.64) DVDPPROC 


The Doctrine of the 
Lesser Magistrates 


The Doctrine of the Lesser Magistrates provides proven 
guidelines for proper and legitimate resistance to tyranny, 
often without causing any major upheaval in society. The 
doctrine teaches us how to rein in lawless acts by govern- 
ment and restore justice in our nation. (2013, 115pp, pb, 
1/$13.95ea; 2-4/$12.95ea; 5-9/$11.95ea; 10+/$10.95ea) 
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THE 
FOUNDERS’ 
SECOND 
AMENDMENT 


The Founders’ 
Second Amendment 


Do Americans have a God-given right to bear arms? Or is 
this power vested solely in government? Recent years have 
seen a sea change in scholarship on the Second Amend- 
ment. Beginning in the 1960s, a view emerged that indi- 
viduals had a “right” to bear arms only in militia service 
— a limited, “collective” right. But in the late 1980s, Dr. 
Stephen Halbrook and a handful of other scholars began 
producing an altogether persuasive analysis that changed 
thinking on the matter so that today, even in canonical 
textbooks, bearing arms is acknowledged as an individual 
right. (2008, 448pp, pb, 1/$19.95ea; 2+/$17.95ea) BKFSAPB 


Vol. 35, No. 12 


Cover STorY 


TECHNOLOGY 


10 What Screens Are Doing to Our Kids 


by Lisa Shaw & Rebecca Terrell — Bothered by your kids’ screen 
time? You have good reasons. 


FEATURES 


POLITICS 


17 Letting Unconstitutional Laws Languish 
by C. Mitchell Shaw — Washington State liberals passed a law 
attempting to track and control guns. Law officers across that state 
are blocking its use. 


EDUCATION 


21 California’s New Sex-ed Regime 
by Alex Newman — California schools plan to teach aberrant sex 
practices and sexual-identity confusion at school. 


25 Rescuing Our Children: Alex Newman’s 


Speaking Tour Roars Coast to Coast 
by William F Jasper — The government school system has become 
an existential threat to faith, family, and freedom. 


BOOK REVIEW 

29 Deep State Errand Boy 
by C. Mitchell Shaw — As special counsel to investigate Trump- 
Russian collusion allegations, Robert Mueller became a household 
name, but he has been a Deep State lackey for ages. 


HISTORY — PAST AND PERSPECTIVE 


33 George Washington and the Hand of God 
by John White — This country’s Founders saw the hand of God in 
the Colonies’ victory over the mighty British empire — with God’s 
providence most apparent in the fortunes of George Washington. 


THE LAST WORD 


44 EU Elections: Is Brexit the 
Beginning of the EU’s Demise? 


by Steve Byas 
DEPARTMENTS 
5 Letters to the Editor 31 The Goodness of America 
7 Inside Track 40 Exercising the Right 
9 QuickQuotes 41 Correction, Please! 


sturti/E+/GettylmagesPlus 


klickitatcounty.org 


AP Images 


COVER sturti/E+/GettyImagesPlus 


S\N 


KA, 


— 


Ty) WINDS 
inA 


wljamica 
LIQUOR 
RUG 5 


SPACE AVAILABLE 


5,640 square ft. 
Call 239-677-7441 or Email dennyfog@aol.com 
Cleveland Ave. (Rt. 41) + Ft. Myers, Florida * Stamra Inc. 


Publisher & Editor 
Gary Benoit 


Senior Editor 
William F. Jasper 


Managing Editor 
Kurt Williamsen 


Web Editor 
John T. Larabell 


Foreign Correspondent 
Alex Newman 


Contributors 
Bob Adelmann + Dennis Behreandt 
Steve Byas - Raven Clabough 
Selwyn Duke + Brian Farmer 
Christian Gomez - Larry Greenley 
Gregory A. Hession, J.D. 
Ed Hiserodt - William P. Hoar 
R. Cort Kirkwood ° Patrick Krey, J.D. 
Warren Mass - John F. McManus 
James Murphy - Dr. Duke Pesta 
Llewellyn H. Rockwell, Jr. 
C. Mitchell Shaw * Michael Tennant 
Rebecca Terrell « Fr. James Thornton 


Laurence M. Vance « Joe Wolverton Il, J.D. 


Creative Director 
Joseph W. Kelly 


Senior Graphic Designer 
Katie Bradley 


Research 
Bonnie M. Gillis 


Chief Strategy Officer 
Bill Hahn 


Advertising/Circulation Manager 
Julie DuFrane 


few American 


Printed in the U.S.A. * ISSN 0885-6540 
P.O. Box 8040 + Appleton, WI 54912 
920-749-3784 » 920-749-3785 (fax) 

www.thenewamerican.com 
editorial@thenewamerican.com 


Rates are $49 per year (Canada, add $9; 
foreign, add $27) Copyright ©2019 by 
American Opinion Publishing, Inc. Periodicals 
postage paid at Appleton, WI and additional 
mailing offices. Postmaster: Send any address 
changes to THE NEw AmeRrIcAN, P.O. Box 8040, 
Appleton, WI 54912. 


JBS THE New AMERICAN is 
published twice monthly 
OWS by American Opinion 


Publishing Inc., a wholly 
owned subsidiary of The John Birch Society. 


Call 1-800-727-TRUE to subscribe today! 


Upping the Kill Rate 


Killing has become big business with 
major political clout. Its growth is about 
power, plain and simple. Abortion pro- 
vides big money. Big money wins elec- 
tions. 

On September 26, 1996, Wisconsin’s 
then-Senator Russ Feingold was unable 
to say on the U.S. Senate floor whether 
his support for “partial-birth” abortion 
would preclude the killing of a newborn 
baby. 

Now events show that what once may 
have been discussed in only committees 
or covens is mainstream thinking at the 
top of our political and media chains. 

As a person born with a physical dis- 
ability, it is chilling to me, but not sur- 
prising, to hear Virginia Governor Ralph 
Northam’s comments about the abortion 
process: “If a mother is in labor, I can 
tell you exactly what would happen: 
The infant would be delivered. The in- 
fant would be kept comfortable. The in- 
fant would be resuscitated if that’s what 
the mother and the family desired, and 
then a discussion would ensue between 
the physician and the mother” — about 
whether the child would then be killed 
or not. 

Note, this newly born citizen apparent- 
ly has no constitutional right to a lawyer, 
judge, or jury before being killed for no 
crime. 

Governors in New York and Rhode Is- 
land have supported similar legislation. 

The agenda is two-fold: Gain pro-abor- 
tion votes and do away with the unwant- 
ed. Planned Parenthood founder Marga- 
ret Sanger wanted to eliminate “human 
weeds” and minorities. 

In 2009, Supreme Court Justice Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg told New York Time 
Magazine reporter Emily Bazelon: 
“Frankly, I had thought at the time Roe 
[v. Wade] was decided, there was a con- 
cern about population growth and par- 
ticularly growth in populations that we 
don’t want too many of.” One wonders 
which “populations” Ginsburg wishes to 
see eliminated. 

African-American organizations such 
as Maafa 21 understand that the result 
has been an ongoing genocide of blacks. 

The National Socialists of the 1930s 
coined the term “life unworthy of life.” 
I’m sure I fit this category by their stan- 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


dards, although my wife and children 
would disagree. 

National Socialist and author of Ger- 
many’s eugenics laws Ernst Rudin’s 
call for “racial purity” was published in 
Margaret Sanger’s Birth Control Review. 
Yet still today, socialists are too blind to 
value life. 

Our government now gives $500 mil- 
lion per year to Planned Parenthood, 
which earns $1.5 billion per year. On 
January 8, Planned Parenthood President 
Leana Wen stated, “Our core mission is 
providing, protecting and expanding ac- 
cess to abortion.” 

The targets of the death dealers have 
grown: Medical “bio-ethicist” Ezekiel 
Emanuel, who advised “health” panels 
for both the Clinton and Obama admin- 
istrations, wrote in a 2009 Lancet medi- 
cal journal about rationing healthcare via 
death panels. 

Emanuel later wrote that everyone 
should die at 75. (No word from the 
85-year-old Ginsburg.) 

Then there’s Duke University’s Walter 
Sinnot-Armstrong and the National In- 
stitute of Health’s Franklin Miller, who 
coauthored a 2013 article in the British 
Journal of Medical Ethics entitled “What 
Makes Killing Wrong?” In that piece, it 
states that it’s not wrong to kill a person 
who is not “benefitting” society. The ex- 
ample was a comatose person who could 
(should?) be killed in order to harvest the 
person’s organs so as to “benefit” society, 
rather than be a “drain.” 

Now there is even a court case involv- 
ing abortion providers admitting on vid- 
eotape that they sell human body parts, a 
case in which a judge with ties to Planned 
Parenthood, U.S. District Judge William 
Orrick, has put a “gag order” on the vid- 
e0s. 

Bloodlust is insatiable; one never gets 
enough. Perhaps people will pay atten- 
tion if “Planned Elderhood” should be- 
come a reality. But by then, it may be too 
late. Time and citizen apathy will tell. 

ROBERT G. DWYER 
West Bend, Wisconsin 


Send your letters to: THE NEw AMERICAN, P.O. 
Box 8040, Appleton, WI 54912. Or e-mail: 
editorial@thenewamerican.com. Due to vol- 
ume received, not all letters can be answered. 
Letters may be edited for space and clarity. 
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Iraqi Christians: “Perilously Close to Extinction” 


In the days since the 2003 U.S.-led coalition toppled the Iraqi 
dictator and his Ba’ath Party, it’s become extremely dangerous 
to follow Jesus in Iraq. Always a minority in the country, the 
number of Christians in Iraq in 2003 hovered around 1.5 million. 
Today, not even two decades removed from Saddam’s overthrow, 
only about 250,000 remain, an 83-percent drop. 

Right Reverend Bashar Warda, the archbishop of Erbil in the 
Kurdistan region of Iraq, laid out the situation in plain words to 
Christian leaders in the U.K., as reported by the BBC on May 23: 
“Christianity in Iraq, one of the oldest Churches, if not the oldest 
Church in the world, is perilously close to extinction. Those of 
us who remain must be ready to face martyrdom.” 


be sal 


Delmaine Donson/E+/GettylmagesPlus 


As the Christian persecution watchdog group Open Doors 
explains, Iraqi Christians face persecution from various groups, 
including the government, which has begun urging Christians to 
emigrate. But the Rt. Rev. Warda is focused on one group, which 
he calls an “existential” threat: Islamic State (ISIS) militants, 
who are determined to blot Christianity from the country by any 
means necessary. 

“Our tormenters confiscated our present,” Warda said, “while 
seeking to wipe out our history and destroy our future. In Iraq, 
there is no redress for those who have lost properties, homes and 
businesses. Tens of thousands of Christians have nothing to show 
for their life’s work, for generations of work, in places where 
their families have lived, maybe, for thousands of years.” 

Rt. Rev. Warda believes that a culture of political correctness 
in Great Britain has prevented Christian leaders in the country 
from speaking out against the ongoing genocide in Iraq. He be- 
lieves that leaders are more concerned about being seen as “Is- 
lamaphobic” than they are of the religious cleansing currently 
taking place. 

“Will you continue to condone this never-ending, organized 
persecution against us?” Warda asked the assembled group of 
Christian leaders. ““When the next wave of violence begins to hit 
us, will anyone on your campuses hold demonstrations and carry 
signs that say, ‘We are all Christians?’” 


“Sky High” Piles of Trash Making Downtown Los Angeles Unlivable 


Typhus is a disease born of filth, most commonly spread by 
contact with the feces of fleas. Last year, Los Angeles County 
reported a record 124 confirmed cases of the disease, enough to 
be classified as a full-blown outbreak. So far in 2019, more than 
50 cases have been reported. 

The reason? Fleas are attracted to rats and rats are attracted to 
huge piles of garbage, such as the ones that currently litter vast 
portions of downtown Los Angeles. The overburdened sanitation 
department simply doesn’t have the manpower necessary to keep 
up with the gigantic piles of filth that spring up quickly and are 
left to grow and rot for months at a time. 

Long acknowledged as the homeless capital of America, the 
city’s Skid Row district is the epicenter of the trash problem. 
“Skid Row is the worst it’s been from a sanitation perspective 
and a safety perspective and a humanitarian perspective,” said 
Estela Lopez, the executive director of the Downtown Industrial 
District Business Improvement District. 

One of the city’s most notorious trash piles is located on Ceres 
Avenue between the fashion district and the produce district in 
downtown Los Angeles. Known as the “Typhus Zone,” the area 
has become a trash magnet. 

The homeless living in the area are large contributors to the 
fetid mountains of waste in Los Angeles, but they are not the 
only suppliers of trash. Many businesses of the area are illegally 
dumping trash on the piles that often extend into the street and 
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disrupt the traffic flow. Businesses break the law like this both out 
of convenience and because the city has switched to a new recy- 
cling system that essentially gives monopolies to waste-removal 
companies in certain areas. 

The saddest part of all of this is that there are actual people 
living among these foul-smelling, trash-infested streets. 

Perhaps the waste problem in Los Angeles is a bit of poetic jus- 
tice. After all, the town’s movie industry has been polluting the cul- 
ture for decades. Maybe the culture is simply responding in kind. 
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Dumb and Dumber: Developed Countries Are Imperiled by Falling IQ 


Studies show that in a number of Western countries, IQ scores 
are dropping notably. 

Of course, there are legitimate questions about IQ tests. None- 
theless, “IQ tests in use throughout the world today really do 
seem to capture something meaningful and durable,” wrote 
Evan Horowitz, of financial think tank FCLT Global, on May 
22. “Decades of research have shown that individual IQ scores 
predict things such as educational achievement and longevity. 
More broadly, the average IQ score of a country is linked to 
economic growth and scientific innovation.” 

While Horowitz states that average IQ hasn’t yet dropped in 
the United States, “a range of studies using a variety of well-es- 
tablished IQ tests and metrics have found declining scores across 
Scandinavia, Britain, Germany, France and Australia.” 

What’s the reason? “One potential explanation was quasi- 
eugenic,” Horowitz relates. “As in the movie ‘Idiocracy,’ it was 
suggested that average intelligence is being pulled down because 
lower-IQ families are having more children.... Alternatively, 
widening immigration might be bringing less-intelligent new- 
comers to societies with otherwise higher IQs.” 

Yet while such factors would have to be relevant, there’s more 
to it. After all, in a Norwegian study, “researchers observed IQ 
drops occurring within actual families, between brothers and sons 
— meaning the effect likely isn’t due to shifting demographic 
factors as some have suggested.” 


“Instead, it suggests changes in lifestyle could be what’s be- 
hind these lower IQs, perhaps due to the way children are edu- 
cated, the way they’re brought up, and the things they spend time 
doing more and less (the types of play they engage in, whether 
they read books, and so on).” 

Horowitz relates that one “leading explanation is that the rise 
of lower-skill service jobs has made work less intellectually de- 
manding, leaving IQs to atrophy as people flex their brains less.” 

Whatever the case, Horowitz quips, with IQ’s significance to 
civilization, we’d better “pin down the precise reason IQ scores 
are dropping before we’re too stupid to figure it out.” 


Segregation Returning to American College Campuses 


michaeljung via iStock / Getty Images Plus 


A troubling new study by the National Association of Scholars 
reveals that a number of American colleges have returned to the 
premise that separate but equal is, in fact, equal. 

The study, released April 29, is entitled “Neo-Segregation at 
Yale” and is part of a larger project called Separate but Equal, 
Again: Neo-Segregation in American Higher Education. 

The study cites numerous examples of this sort of neo-seg- 
regation: Forty-six percent (80 colleges out of the 173 sur- 
veyed) segregate student orientation programs, 43 percent (75 
colleges) offer segregated residential arrangements, 72 percent 
(125) segregate graduation ceremonies, 68 percent of the col- 
leges surveyed offer minority students an expense-paid seg- 


regated preview of college, 85 percent of the colleges have 
“multicultural centers,” and 34 percent had specifically black 
cultural centers. 

The study’s authors found that the arrangements at these col- 
leges “are ostensibly voluntary” but noted that it was not easy 
for students to opt out of those arrangements, perhaps intention- 
ally: “The voluntary character of neo-segregation is illusory. 
Colleges encourage minority students when they are still in 
high school to apply as minority students and to capitalize on 
their minority identities. Many colleges have ‘diversity fly-ins’ 
where they invite minority students, usually at the college’s 
expense, to special segregated sessions that sell the college as 
an attractive destination. The students who attend as recognized 
minorities often receive benefits, sometimes in the form of extra 
financial aid: a practice that is illegal but still widespread. When 
these students arrive, they are often conscripted into a segre- 
gated orientation. Those steps are ‘voluntary’ in name only. It 
would take an unusually adroit and determined student to avoid 
them — and a very brave one.” 

The authors are hopeful that their study will bring to light this 
widespread phenomenon so that these systems can be dismantled. 
However, they are aware that some readers may be delighted by 
the findings in the report, as neo-segregation under the guise of 
multiculturalism and diversity enrichment is, for many on the 
Left, the very goal. Hl 
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Madam Speaker Obviously Wants More Illegal Border Crossers 

“We have never not said there was a crisis at the border. There is a hu- 
manitarian crisis at the border.” 

Translated, the above statement by House Speaker Nancy Pelosi reveal- 
ingly contains her claim of a “humanitarian crisis” at the border. This, 
of course, shows that her concern centers only on those seeking entry 
into the United States — legally or illegally. She evidently has little or 
no concern about the economic, political, and cultural consequences of 
the flood of immigrants streaming across the U.S. southwestern border. 
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UNESCO Claims Artificial Intelligence Promotes Sexism 

“Obedient and obliging machines that pretend to be women are entering 
our homes, cars and offices. The world needs to pay much closer attention to how, when and whether 
artificial intelligence technologies are gendered and who is gendering them.” 

Apples Siri, Amazons Alexa, and other information-dispensers use female voices as their default set- 
ting. UNESCO director for gender equality, Saniye Gulser Corat of the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization, worries that the female personas of seemingly subservient objects 
give off a demeaning message to women. 


President’s Naming of Judges Wins Praise 

“Tt’s a generational change. This president is reshaping the courts for a 
generation, and thank goodness that he is because we need pro-Constitu- 
tion, rule-of-law judges. It’s an extraordinary opportunity.” 

State Senator Josh Hawley (R-Mo.) notes that the Democrat advantage 
at the circuit court level when Donald Trump took office was 90-71. As 
a result of the president's appointments, filling many vacancies, Republi- 
can judges now outnumber Democrats by 90-83. Senator Hawley expects 
these new judges will be “pro-Constitution, rule of law” justices. 


Iranian Official Criticizes National Security Advisor Bolton 

“The B Team is brazenly following Ambassador John Bolton’s script. 
After all, half of the B Team were co-conspirators in the disastrous Iraq war.” 

Responding to provocations by U.S. officials aimed at his country, Iranian Foreign Minister Moham- 
mad Javad Zarif referred to John Bolton as “Ambassador,” recalling that he served as the interim U.S. 
ambassador to the United Nations during 2007-2008. He obviously knows that Bolton heavily favors 
military action against Iran and other nations. 


Attorney General Jests With House Speaker About Contempt 

“Madam Speaker, did you bring your handcuffs?” 

Attorney General William Barr has refused to honor a House committee's subpoena seeking to have him 
testify about his view of the Mueller Report. Speaker Pelosi responded to his unusual greeting by telling 
Barr that the House sergeant-at-arms was present and would arrest anyone who deserved such action. 


President Is No Traditionalist Regarding Same-sex “Marriage” 
“T think that’s something that perhaps some people will have a problem with. I have no problem with it 
whatsoever. I think it’s good.” 

Asked if he saw anything wrong with presidential candidate Pete But- 
tigieg appearing at political rallies with his male “husband,” Donald 
Trump gave his approval for the candidate’ lifestyle and conduct. 


Alumnus to Pay Debts for 396 Morehouse College Graduates 

“We’re going to put a little fuel in your bus.” 

Robert F. Smith is the wealthiest black American. He surprised everyone 

at the Morehouse May 19 commencement ceremony with his announce- 

ment that he and his family would pay the student debts of every graduate 

of the Class of 2019. @ Donald 
— CompPILED BY JonN F. McManus ( 
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TO OUR KIDS 


Bothered by your kids’ screen time? You have good reasons. We'll explore some of 
them and find out what parents are doing to reverse the addiction epidemic. 
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by Lisa Shaw and Rebecca Terrell 


C omputer technology has the power 


to enrich our lives through unprece- 

dented efficiency, convenience, and 
the unique opportunities it affords. Tablets 
and smartphones bring the world to our 
fingertips. Screens are commonplace and 
even necessary, with much of our work 
and schooling reliant on the Internet, and 
on-the-go families needing a way to easily 
keep in touch. 

Like any tool, however, this modern 
miracle presents a double-edged sword. 
Sadly, many parents are blind to the 
risks, leaving their kids open to dangers 
that range from emotional reliance and 
addiction to physical endangerment and 
sexual exploitation/victimization. Let’s 
take a look at some of the challenges 
faced by a generation raised on screens, 
and ways parents can help overcome the 
problems. 


Techno-perversion 
An online adult predator began grooming 
Lucie James (pseudonym) when she was 
only 10 years old. Using social media to 
befriend her, he built trust over the course 
of a year before arranging an in-person 
meeting where he sexually assaulted her 
for the first of many times. The abusive 
relationship lasted several years before her 
parents realized and stopped it. Authorities 
determined the man had been grooming 
and abusing other children at the same 
time, in a process that is becoming com- 
monplace. The Telegraph, which reported 
the story, says that in the U.K. alone, po- 
lice arrest “six people a day grooming 
children via social media apps.” 
“Grooming is really easy to understand 
once you give thought to it,” explains 
Alicia Kozakiewicz in an interview with 
the nonprofit watchdog group Enough 
Is Enough. Kozakiewicz survived four 
days of sexual assault and torture when 
an Internet predator kidnapped her and 
chained her in his basement. He had spent 
a year grooming her online; thinking he 
was a peer, the 13-year-old corresponded 
with him on the family computer in the 
living room. In her youth and naivete, it 
never occurred to her that she was be- 
friending a monster. “Everybody wants 
to feel loved.... These people online are 
willing to make you feel that way. And 
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Young people “are inundated with sexual images 
and sexual conversation that allow them to very 
freely participate in those types of Conversations and 


activities,” 
convicted sex offender. 


they do it in the most subtle ways.” Now 
founder of advocacy group The Alicia 
Project, Kozakiewicz works to protect 
children and teens who are both easily 
duped and swamped by the vast volume 
of porn available online. 

Young people “are inundated with 
sexual images and sexual conversation 
that allow them to very freely partici- 
pate in those types of conversations and 
activities,” relates “John Doe,” former 
teacher and convicted sex offender. In an 
Enough Is Enough interview, he described 
how easy it is to take advantage of young 
minds. “I would just start by asking for a 
regular picture, and then if it got to that 
level I would eventually ask for a picture 
of a more sexual nature.” 

Often such predators are involved 
in lucrative child-pornography rings, 
a problem that is skyrocketing accord- 
ing to Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) statistics. The FBI works closely 
with the National Center for Missing and 
Exploited Children (NCMEC), which re- 
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former teacher and 


ceives automatic tips from Internet search 
engines such as Google and Bing about 
suspected child pornography. NCMEC 
analyzes the images in its database and 
passes findings to the FBI. Between 2010 
and 2018, the annual number of tips ex- 
ploded from 213,000 to more than 18.4 
million. Judy Smith with the U.S. attor- 
ney’s office in Denver calls it an ava- 
lanche. She told PBS News Hour, “We 
just feel like we’re dishing the ocean out 
with a spoon.” 

Smith, who serves as chief of cybercrime 
in Denver, related that one of the websites 
her team was monitoring at the time fea- 
tured a little girl. “You can tell she’s self- 
producing. I mean, she’s holding the cell 
phone out. She’s nude. She’s maybe 10, 
11 years old.” Smith explained that online 
predators entice children such as this girl 
and then exploit them through blackmail or 
threats. She said the problem is growing as 
increasingly younger children are allowed 
to carry smartphones. More often than not, 
access equates to exposure. 
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Survivor and advocate: Alicia Kozakiewicz was lured through the Internet and survived abduction, 
and then founded her nonprofit, The Alicia Project, which battles online child exploitation. 


Ee EAL es 


“If you have the Internet, 
you have pornography in your 
home,” therapist Jill Manning, 
Ph.D., relates at InternetSafe- 
ty101.org. Manning refers to 
the troubling problem of un- 
wanted exposure to sexual 
material. Though the numbers 
of young people actively seek- 
ing out immoral images online 
are gut-wrenching (security 
technology company Bitde- 
fender reported last year that 
kids under age 10 account for 
10 percent of visitors to porn 
video sites), University of New 
Hampshire research found that 
one in four young Internet 
users age 10 to 17 report un- 
willing exposure to sexual ma- 
terial online — and that only 
accounts for those who admit 
it. Nonprofit Fight the New 
Drug, Inc. says the average age 
of first exposure to pornogra- 
phy is nine to 11 years old. “If 
60% of 10 and 11-year-olds 
have smartphones, is it really 
all that surprising that, some- 
times, they encounter porn on- 
line whether they’re looking 
for it or not?” 

Think it can’t happen to 
your kids? Think again. Only 
three percent of boys and 17 percent of 
girls under 18 have never been exposed 
to sexually explicit material online, ac- 
cording to Pew Research. Even more 
disturbing: In 2017, the British Journal 
of School Nursing reported that children 
under 10 make up 22 percent of online 
porn consumption among individuals 
age 18 and under. Each day, users gen- 
erate 68 million search queries related 
to pornography, says Internet security 
company Webroot. That’s a full quarter 
of daily search engine requests, and teens 
and young adults (age 12 to 29 years) 
make up the majority of Internet users. 


Distracting and debilitating: Pediatric neuroscientists warn that screens 
damage developing brains. It’s becoming common that children as young 
as two regularly use them. 


The screen accountability software com- 
pany Covenant Eyes warns that only 12 
percent of parents realize their children 
are accessing pornography, while secu- 
rity software company McAfee reports 
that “71% of teens have admitted to hid- 
ing what they do online from their par- 
ents,” including clearing browser history, 
lying about their behavior, and having 
secret social-media accounts. Moreover, 
the material available is deviant and 
extreme. “Soft porn has disappeared,” 
warns Enough Is Enough, which also 
notes that “free access means porn use 
has skyrocketed.” 


Only three percent of boys and 17 percent of girls 
under 18 have never been exposed to Sexually 
explicit material online, according to Pew Research. 
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Your Brain on Screens 
How is all this filth affect- 
ing our children? Along 
with the psycho-social 
detriments that porn ush- 
ers in, such as warped re- 
lationships and family life, 
as well as heightened risk 
of committing personal or 
criminal sexual offenses, 
pornography actually in- 
flicts physical harm on the 
brain. The Journal of the 
American Medical Asso- 
ciation (JAMA) Psychiatry 
offers this rather technical 
explanation: “Pornography 
consumption is associ- 
ated with decreased brain 
volume in the right stria- 
tum, decreased left stria- 
tum activation, and lower 
functional connectivity to 
the prefrontal cortex.” In 
layman’s terms: “As hours 
of reported pornography 
use increase, the amount 
of gray matter in the brain 
decreases.” Writing in the 
Surgical Neurology Inter- 
national journal, neurosci- 
entists Donald Hilton and 
Clark Watts compare it to 
brain damage observed in 
patients who suffer physical head trauma. 
While atrophy progresses, addiction 
sets in. A brain hooked on porn is fright- 
eningly similar to one hooked on drugs. 
Cambridge University reports, “Our 
brains react to pornography the same 
way an alcoholic might react to seeing a 
drink advertisement.” Porn activates the 
brain’s reward system, pumping out the 
neurotransmitter dopamine, which plays a 
major role in motivating our actions. Do- 
pamine wires the brain’s reward circuitry 
based on what we feed it, and because 
young people’s brains are still develop- 
ing, they are much more susceptible to 
porn’s rewiring. Furthermore, overstimu- 
lation with dopamine overrides the brain’s 
mechanisms that dictate self-control, and 
dopamine receptors shrink from over- 
stimulation — meaning it takes more do- 
pamine for the user to achieve the desired 
effect. The result is two-fold: The brain’s 
frontal lobes physically contract, and the 
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addict searches out increasingly hardcore 
material to chase the dopamine high. This 
is exactly what happens to people who 
abuse drugs such as meth and cocaine. 

In fact, researchers observe the same 
doped-brain effects in Internet addicts 
— even those who do not use porn — be- 
haviors such as aggressiveness, poor judg- 
ment, and lack of self-control. “People 
with Internet addiction have been found to 
have less grey matter in several important 
areas of the brain, including the frontal 
lobes (which oversee things like planning, 
prioritizing, and controlling impulses), 
the striatum (which is involved with the 
reward center and helps us control our be- 
havior), and the insula (an area involved 
with feeling empathy and compassion for 
others).” These conclusions published in 
Frontiers in Human Neuroscience de- 
scribe what we’re doing to our kids when 
we plant them in front of screens — be 
they smartphones, tablets, computers, or 
TVs. Such devices deliver instant gratifi- 
cation that doesn’t exist in the real world, 
making children prefer virtual reality. 

The U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS) says that even 
very young children are spending seven 
hours a day in front of electronic media. 
The mental health social network Psych 
Central reports that “56 percent of chil- 
dren between the ages of 10 to 13” own 
smartphones, while a quarter of children 
between ages two and five have them. 

Scientists are concerned about their 
brain development. Dr. Aric Sigman, an 
associate fellow of the British Psycho- 
logical Society and a fellow of Britain’s 
Royal Society of Medicine, told Psychol- 
ogy Today that when very young children 
are subjected to too much screen time at 
too early an age, it can cause lasting dam- 
age to their developing brains. 

“The very thing impending the devel- 
opment of the abilities that parents are so 
eager to foster through tablets,” he says, 
“the ability to focus, to concentrate, to lend 
attention, to sense other people’s attitudes 
and communicate with them, to build a 
large vocabulary — all those abilities 
are harmed.” He explains that the brain 
grows differently between birth and age 
three than it does throughout the remain- 
der of life. Sigman says this is called “the 
critical period,” when the brain’s frontal 
lobe learns to comprehend and interpret 
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relationships, relying on authentic human 
interaction. Researchers identify stunted 
development in children who spend too 
much time in front of screens rather than 
interacting with the real world. 

Numerous studies confirm Sigman. 
JAMA Pediatrics reports negative long- 
term effects in infants having media ex- 
posure as early as six months. The babies 
exhibited a decrease in cognitive and 
language development at 14 months. The 
American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) 
recommends parents “avoid digital media 
use, except video chatting, in children 
younger than 18 to 24 months.” Dr. Dimi- 
tri Christakis of Seattle Children’s Hospi- 
tal, who helped write the AAP guidelines 
for screen time, told 60 Minutes the reason 
they want parents to pull the plug, even if 
the intended purpose is to educate rather 
than entertain. “What we know about ba- 
bies playing with iPads is that they don’t 
transfer what they learn from the iPad to 
the real world,” he said, giving the exam- 
ple of an app that allows children to stack 
virtual Legos. The same kids don’t know 
what to do with the real toys. “It’s not a 
transferable skill,’ Christakis explained. 
“They don’t transfer the knowledge from 
two dimensions to three.” 

Older children also suffer negative 
screen influences. An investigation of 


four-year-olds examined the impact of 
fast-paced cartoon viewing on their “ex- 
ecutive function” — which encompasses 
attention, memory, self-control and goal- 
directed behavior and is strongly associ- 
ated with success in school. The medi- 
cal journal Pediatrics found that “just 9 
minutes of viewing a fast-paced televi- 
sion cartoon had immediate negative ef- 
fects on the 4 year olds’ executive func- 
tion.” Nine- and 10-year-olds who spend 
more than two hours per day on screens 
achieve lower scores on thinking and lan- 
guage tests, according to baseline results 
from the ongoing study Adolescent Brain 
Cognitive Development, funded by the 
National Institutes of Health. 


Automatons 

How these effects impact society is il- 
lustrated in the Harvard Business Review 
article “The Importance of Spatial Think- 
ing Now,” in which geography professor 
Kirk Goldsberry complains, “The problem 
is simple: not enough people know how 
to make maps or handle spatial data sets.” 
With Siri around to tell you where to go, 
who needs maps anymore? Our kids do! 
It seems that map reading is important for 
building children’s spatial and reasoning 
skills, which helps them make sense of 
their world. Spatial reasoning is a critical 


Stay awake: Blue light mimics sunlight that tells your brain to stay up, which is why TV is a bad 


idea at bedtime. 
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Researchers observe the same doped-brain effects in 


Internet addicts — even those who do not use porn 


— behaviors such as aggressiveness, poor judgment, 


and lack of self-control. 


skill for students of mathematics, engi- 
neering, architecture, meteorology, and a 
host of other fields in which the United 
States is losing ground as we decline from 
a manufacturing to a service economy. 
Glued to virtual reality, students are los- 
ing the ability to visualize and create in 
the real world. 

They’re also getting lazy. Unlike read- 
ing a book, which prompts children to 
flex their cognitive muscles, watching TV 
or using a tablet spoon-feeds ideas and 
images to them. The device is doing the 
thinking; the child passively 
absorbs with little substantive 
involvement. This sedentary 
non-activity also plays out in 
unhealthy weight gain. HHS- 
funded research reveals that 
watching television “signifi- 
cantly” lowers kids’ metabol- 
ic rates and is likely related to 
the rise in childhood obesity in 
this country. The Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven- 
tion (CDC) says obesity now 
afflicts 20 percent of young 
people ages six to 19. 

Digital dependence is 
wreaking havoc on the bodies 
of screen-stoned teens in other 
ways. In 2016, scientists in- 
vestigated the effect of smart- 
phones on posture and respira- 
tory function in young adults, 
as recorded in the Journal of 
Physical Therapy Science. Re- 
searchers found pronounced 
head forward posture in 
smartphone users, which they 
explained predisposes people 
to a variety of disorders such 
as chronic headache, chronic 
neck pain, vertebral disor- 
ders, and dyskinesia (disrup- 
tions in voluntary movement). 
They also discovered that this 
slumped-shoulder phenom- 
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enon goes hand-in-hand with impaired 
respiratory function. 

Digital eyestrain is another evolv- 
ing problem. Who hasn’t experienced 
discomfort, dry eyes, or blurred vision 
from looking at screens too closely and 
for too long? Studies suggest that long- 
term exposure to blue light from screens 
can lead to retinal damage and macular 
degeneration. Additionally, according 
to the National Eye Institute, children’s 
eyes absorb more blue light from digital 
devices than adults’, making them more 


Defending victims: First Lady Melania Trump has brought cyberbullying 
to the forefront, with online safety at the center of her Be Best initiative. 


susceptible to physical damage and more 
sensitive to sleep disruption. The Ameri- 
can Optometric Association recommends 
limiting kids’ access to electronic devices 
before bedtime since these “can delay 
sleep onset, degrade sleep quality and 
impair alertness the following day.” 


The Dark Side of Bright Screens 

Lack of sleep is also one of the main cul- 
prits in the connection between mobile 
phone use and the current spate of teen 
mental health issues, according to the 
journal Child Development. Author and 
parenting expert Christine Carter, Ph.D., 
points out in Greater Good Magazine the 
alarming correlation between a surge in 
teen depression, anxiety, and suicide rates 
“that began shortly after smartphones and 
tablets became widespread among teenag- 
ers, around 2012.” She relates that mul- 
tiple long-term studies reveal more time 
spent online translates to 
higher risk of depression and 
suicide. (HHS and CDC sta- 
tistics list suicide as the sec- 
ond-leading cause of death 
among 10- to 24-year-olds, 
and they record a sharp up- 
tick in attempted suicide and 
depression rates among teens 
since 2012.) 

At the heart of this issue 
is social media, which plays 
such a major role in the lives 
of most young people, it 
has become their new play- 
ground. But it’s a playground 
filled with bullies who are not 
confined to school grounds. 
Victims describe cyberbul- 
lying as inescapable, and in 
extreme cases it has pushed 
them to suicide. 

This isn’t normal teen 
drama or kids having spats. 
Nonprofit ConnectSafely. 
org describes cyberbullying 
as “serious aggression, usu- 
ally targeted and repeated,” 
sometimes by anonymous 
attackers, affecting roughly a 
quarter of middle- and high- 
school students in the United 
States. It comes in various 
forms: publicly posted gos- 
sip, deliberate exclusion from 
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online groups, harassment, cyberstalking, 
or cyberthreats. “Trolls” trick the unwary 
into revealing private information, or they 
break into an online account to imperson- 
ate the victim. “Flamers” are particularly 
offensive aggressors who intentionally 
start social networking fights using pro- 
fane and hostile language. 

The severity of cyberbullying came to 
light in a 2017 Massachusetts texting-sui- 
cide case. Michelle Carter was convicted 
of involuntary manslaughter in the 2014 
death of her long-distance boyfriend, Con- 
rad Roy. At age 17, ina series of text mes- 
sages and phone calls, Carter urged Roy to 
kill himself. It’s the subject of HBO’s new 
documentary J Love You, Now Die, due for 
release this summer. 

Place2Be is a U.K. charity founded 
by Lucy Alexander after cyberbullying 
pushed her son to end his life. “People 
who never even met Felix were abusing 
him over social media,” she wrote shortly 
after his death in 2016, describing what he 
experienced as “cruel and overwhelming 
... mental torture.” Place2Be works to pre- 
vent further tragedy by offering counsel- 
ing and other resources to schoolchildren. 


Hooked 

These problems haven’t happened by acci- 
dent; there is a concerted effort to get both 
you and your children addicted to the digi- 
tal world. Habit Summit is a behavioral de- 
sign conference held each year since 2013 
in San Francisco. Organized by consultant 
Nir Eyal, author of Hooked: How to Build 
Habit-Forming Products, his classes teach 
programmers and tech entrepreneurs “how 
to form behaviors” by exploiting the com- 
pulsive and addictive aspects of technol- 
ogy. “The products and services we use ha- 
bitually alter our everyday behavior, just as 
their designers intended,” Eyal says. “Our 
actions have been engineered.” 

Tristan Harris warns this is the aim 
of Silicon Valley elites. Former Google 
employee and founder of the Center for 
Humane Technology, Harris, along with 
Eyal and other high-tech insiders, stud- 
ied under BJ Fogg, a Stanford Univer- 
sity behavioral psychologist renowned in 
tech circles for his mastery of persuasive 
technological design. Harris recounts for 
The Atlantic that he learned how to ma- 
nipulate people through tactics similar to 
Pavlov’s dog experiments. 
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Fostering addiction: Nir Eyal teaches students at his Habit Summit, “Understanding our users — 
that fundamental itch that we’re scratching — is critical for building habit-forming products.” 


Social-media companies use algorithms 
to accomplish the same conditioning. 
Facebook infuriated users in 2012 when 
it bragged about its experiments on them, 
rigging their news feeds to evoke positive 
or negative emotions and thereby elicit 
predictable responses. 

Here’s an example: Facebook feeds 
you negative posts and news stories for 
a week. Your natural response is to quell 
the sadness by clicking the advertisement 
that just happened to pop up for your fa- 
vorite product. (Remember, advertisers 
pay Facebook every time you click their 
ads.) Alternatively, you might be show- 
ered with positive messages encouraging a 
certain behavior, such as voting for a par- 
ticular candidate. Political pundits credit 
Facebook for an extra 340,000 people 
who showed up at the polls in the 2010 
congressional elections because of an ex- 
periment the company sprang on its unsus- 
pecting clientele. 

If you don’t like being manipulated, too 
bad. When you launched your Facebook 
account, you agreed to terms of use that 
allow the company full freedom to gather 
and use data about you. They do it all the 
time. In 2017, The Australian obtained a 
leaked internal report by Facebook execu- 
tives revealing that the company monitors 
posts to determine users’ moods and target 
them based on their emotional state. 

While some may call that a market- 
ing tactic, Harris says companies pay big 
money for technology that exploits peo- 
ple’s emotions to keep them hooked. “I 
don’t know a more urgent problem than 


this,” Harris warns. “A handful of people 
working at a handful of technology com- 
panies, through their choices will steer 
what a billion people are thinking today.” 

Worth noting is that while Eyal derives 
his lucrative income from the techno- 
addictions of others, he admits protecting 
his own family. He told The Guardian that 
he pulls the plug on Internet access at his 
house at a set time each day. “The idea is 
to remember that we are not powerless,” 
he explained. “We are in control.” 

He’s not alone. Last year, writing for 
the New York Times, Nellie Bowles pro- 
filed several tech leaders — including Bill 
Gates and Steve Jobs — who wouldn’t let 
their young children near screens. “On the 
scale between candy and crack cocaine, 
it’s closer to crack cocaine,” explained 
Chris Anderson, former editor of Wired 
magazine and founder of GeekDad.com. 
He also has strict online rules for his chil- 
dren. He told Bowles, “We thought we 
could control it. And this is beyond our 
control. This is going straight to the plea- 
sure centers of the developing brain. This 
is beyond our capacity as regular parents 
to understand.” 

Indeed, few parents understand, and the 
result is techno-addiction. Research by the 
nonprofit Common Sense Media (CSM) 
reveals that a typical teen spends up to 
nine hours a day on a device, whether tex- 
ting, gaming, video watching, or posting 
on social media, and 50 percent of teenag- 
ers self-report addiction to mobile devices. 

Some media pundits downplay the prob- 
lem. Julie Jargon — who until April was 
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a beat reporter for the Wall Street Journal 
covering restaurants and food companies, 
and is now its “Family & Tech” columnist 
— assures parents that “just because it’s 
hard for your kids to put down the game 
controllers doesn’t mean they’re addicts.” 
But clear-thinking, credentialed experts 
have no difficulty labeling the epidemic. 

“We’re talking about kids who will not 
stop playing video games unless a par- 
ent or the imminence of a bodily func- 
tion forces them to stop. How is that not 
an addiction?” asks John Rosemond, 
psychologist and nationally syndicated 
columnist. He recalls a 15-year-old pa- 
tient whose obsession was so intense it 
disrupted his family and social life. After 
Rosemond persuaded the parents to con- 
fiscate all devices, the young man “went 
nuts” and nearly destroyed his room. 
“Two weeks of silence and self-imposed 
seclusion later, he admitted to his parents 
that he felt much, much better and was 
going to try and help other boys conquer 
their addictions.” Not all stories have 
such a happy ending. Rosemond reports 
that many gamers have taken to wearing 
adult undergarments so play is not inter- 
rupted. He says that is “where a child or 
teen’s obsession with video games can 
lead if parents don’t pull the plug.” 

How can they, when they are addicted, 
too? A 2016 CSM survey of U.S. parents 
of eight- to 18-year-olds shows the adults 
are spending more than nine hours a day on 
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Distracted parenting: Fifty-four percent of children feel their parents check devices too often, 
and 32 percent feel neglected by that behavior. 
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screen media, with 82 percent of that time 
devoted to personal, non-professional use. 
How is this affecting their kids? Leading 
by example, parents are sending negative 
messages. Fifty-four percent of children 
feel their parents check devices too often, 
32 percent feel neglected by that behavior, 
and parents absorbed in their screens tend 
to have harsh reactions when interrupted. 

Moreover, parents aren’t truly aware 
of what their kids are doing online. While 
more than half believe they know what’s 
going on, 54 percent of teens admit their 
parents would be a lot more worried if 
they actually did. 

Want to test your knowledge? Try in- 
terpreting the following text: CTN MOS 
KPC BTW 459 4EAE. If you’re stumped, 
chances are you don’t know everything 
your kids are up to. (Translation: Cant 
talk now. Mom over shoulder. Keeping 
parents clueless. By the way, I love you for 
ever and ever. For further acronyms every 
parent should know, InternetSafety101. 
org provides a handy list.) 


What Parents 
Can Do 

Pulling the plug 
entirely is imprac- 
tical and unreal- 
istic. That non- 
solution would 
deprive families of 
legitimate sources 
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of information and communication. For 
many, school and work depend on screens. 
While taking advantage of benefits, how- 
ever, we must stay wise to risks. We must 
teach our children that screens are tools, 
not toys, not live-in nannies, and certainly 
not BFFs. In Rosemond’s words, we need 
parents “who are not trying to be their 
kids’ friends; parents who understand that 
children, including most teenagers, know 
only what they want, which is precisely 
why they require adults in their lives who 
know what they need.” 

Since addictions are rooted in their 
brains, what they need is rewiring. The 
good news is the brain has a delete but- 
ton. Fight the New Drug explains that we 
learn things by building and strengthen- 
ing neural connections. Removing your- 
self from the object of addiction and en- 
gaging in wholesome activities destroys 
old connections and forms new, healthy 
ones. For the 15-year-old in Rosemond’s 
example, the process took two weeks. 
That’s encouraging. Also reassuring is 
the work of University of Pennsylvania 
neuroscientist Dr. Andrew Newberg, 
who has spent years studying the effect 
of prayer. Author of numerous books in- 
cluding How God Changes Your Brain 
and Why God Won't Go Away: Brain 
Science and the Biology of Belief, New- 
berg finds measurable improvement in 
addiction-ravaged brains after prayer or 
meditation. 

Should it come as a surprise that we 
find the answer to screen addiction in 
virtuous actions such as self-regulation, 
moderation, productiveness, and prayer? 
Diligence on the part of parents is the se- 
cret ingredient in the mix, and that means 
some heavy lifting at times. Discipline 
takes effort, from both the recipient and 
the source. Will your child always like 
you? Of course not. But prying him from 
virtual reality into the real world will bet- 
ter prepare him for adulthood and protect 
him from a life of digital dependence. Ml 


2 
9S 
r) 
c 
S 
fe} 
g 
oy 
s 
2 
x 


Letting 


Unconstitutional ¢ 
LawsLanguish “ 


Washington State liberals passed a law attempting to track 
and control guns. Law officers across that state are blocking 
its use, recognizing that it is unconstitutional and wrong. 


by C. Mitchell Shaw 


ith the right to keep and bear 
arms continually under at- 
tack from liberal politicians 


and organizations, it would be easy to 
see the future of gun rights as bleak. But 
recent developments have shown that 
there is a light at the end of the tunnel 
and that the tunnel may not be as long as 
it previously seemed. In one state alone, 
roughly 20 sheriffs and one police chief 
are standing up for the Constitution and 
refusing to enforce a batch of anti-gun 
regulations overwhelmingly approved 
by voters last fall. 

On November 6, 2018, Initiative 1639 
was passed by a popular vote in Wash- 
ington State with more than 60 percent 
of the vote. I-1639 includes a plethora 
of new regulations restricting the right 
to keep and bear arms in the Evergreen 
State. As the Seattle Times reported at 
the time: 
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I-1639 raises the legal age to buy 
any semi-automatic rifle to 21, from 
18. People wanting one also have to 
pass an enhanced background check, 
show proof that they have taken a 
firearms-training course, and wait 10 
business days before they take pos- 
session of the weapon. 

The initiative defines a semi-au- 
tomatic rifle as one that uses energy 
from firing a cartridge to chamber 
the next round and requires “a sepa- 
rate pull of the trigger” to fire each 
bullet. Long guns that use manual 
operations — such as pumps, slides, 
levers or bolts — to chamber a round 
would still be available for people to 
purchase at age 18. (You currently 
have to be 21 to buy a handgun in 
Washington.) 


That list of semi-automatic rifles would 
include popular rifles such as the AK-47 
and AR-15. It would also include myriad 


Sheriff Bob Songer and at least 19 other 
sheriffs across Washington State have refused 
to enforce I-1639. Songer says he has the 
support of his only bosses: the people of 
Klickitat County. 


.22-caliber rifles such as the popular Ruger 
10/22, which many a father has used to 
train his sons and daughters in firearm 
safety. While it has become common to 
think of 18-year-olds as children, the truth 
is that they are adults who can vote, serve 
in the military, get married, and enter into 
contracts — but in Washington State, they 
are barred from buying a semi-automatic 
rifle. And it gets worse. 

I-1639 also creates a gun registry 
(since an applicant has to list the serial 
number of the semi-automatic rifle he 
plans to purchase) and requires an ap- 
plicant to waive his privacy rights under 
HIPAA (since he must agree to a full 
release of his medical records). There 
is also a 10-day waiting period, during 
which time police and sheriff’s depart- 
ments — already busy fighting crime and 
enforcing legitimate laws — are required 
to perform detailed background checks 
and either approve or deny the purchase. 

Those mandatory background checks 
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apply even to private sales, meaning that 
both the buyer and the seller could be 
charged under I-1639 if a private sale hap- 
pens without filling out forms and waiting 
the requisite 10 days. 

Furthermore, gun owners are required 
to keep their firearms inaccessible to 
all unauthorized persons. That not only 
means that having a gun stored in a way 
that makes it readily handy in an emergen- 
cy is likely a violation of I-1639, but also 
means that a gun owner who has his gun 
stolen in a burglary can be charged with 
a crime if the gun is later used by the real 
criminal to commit another crime. 

Perhaps the worst part of I-1639 is that 
— as noted above — it was passed in a 
popular vote by more than 60 percent of 
Washingtonians who voted last Novem- 
ber. Most of I-1639 became effective at 
the beginning of January, with some pro- 
visions set to take effect in July. 

I-1639 is the brainchild of the leftist ele- 
ment in the more heavily populated areas 
of Washington State. In fact, the initiative 
was largely pushed through by a 22-year- 
old campaign manager named Stephen 
Paolini. A professional activist, Paolini’s 
resume is a litany of leftist organizations, 
where he has held titles such as “Event 
Coordinator,” “Assistant Canvass Direc- 
tor,” “Campaign Director,” and “Program 
Director.” In other words, he has done 
nothing but work for one leftist group or 
another since he was in college. At a press 
conference when the votes showed that 


I-1639 had passed, Paolini said, “My gen- 
eration has been defined by gun violence. 
We have been defined by continued and 
repeated inaction by our elected officials,” 
adding, “I hope tonight this victory is a 
message to our elected officials: Enough 
is enough.” 

As if criminals will stop shooting peo- 
ple because of a new law. 

It has long been noted that there are 
really two Washington States — the lib- 
eral western part of the state and the more 
conservative eastern part. As the Seattle 
Times reported, I-1639 led in large western 
counties and trailed in most eastern coun- 
ties. Those large counties, more heavily 
populated than their smaller eastern coun- 
terparts, are an illustration of why George 
Washington famously condemned democ- 
racy as “the tyranny of fifty-one percent.” 
The fact that, in this case, it was more than 
60 percent does nothing to change the fact 
that it is still tyranny. 

So what is to be done when more than 
half of the voters in a state are eager and 
willing to vote to violate the plain text of 
the U.S. Constitution, which affirms the 
God-given right to keep and bear arms? 
After all, the people voted and I-1639 is 
the law. Right? 

Wrong. 

A fundamental difference between a de- 
mocracy and a republic is the balance be- 
tween the unrestrained will of the people 
and the rule of law. In short, in a democra- 
cy there is no distinction between the will 


of the people and the rule of law — they 
are one and the same thing. By contrast, 
in a republic there is a rule of law that is 
related to (but distinct from) the popular 
vote. In the United States, that rule of law 
finds its primary existence in the Consti- 
tution. In fact, the Constitution — Article 
VI — states: 


This Constitution, and the laws of the 
United States which shall be made in 
pursuance thereof; and all treaties 
made, or which shall be made, under 
the authority of the United States, 
shall be the supreme law of the land; 
and the judges in every state shall be 
bound thereby, anything in the Con- 
stitution or laws of any State to the 
contrary notwithstanding. 


This is one thing makes the United States 
different from many other nations. In 
monarchies, oligarchies, and other dicta- 
torships, the will of the ruler (or rulers) is 
supreme. In democracies, the will of the 
people is supreme. In the United States, 
the wills of both the politicians and the 
people are held in check by the Constitu- 
tion — or are supposed to be. 

Another thing that differentiates the 
United States from other nations is our 
system of policing. While the U.S. fed- 
eral government does have its own agen- 
cies that have investigative and arresting 
powers, what we do not have is a national 
police force as is found in other countries. 


I-1639 also creates a Sun registry (Since an applicant 
has to list the serial number of the semi-automatic rifle 
he plans to purchase) and requires an applicant to 
waive his privacy rights under HIPAA (since he must 
agree to a full release of his medical records). 
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Wide-ranging: Among other measures, 

I-1639 would forbid the purchase of all semi- 
automatic rifles to anyone under the age of 21. 
That would include basic weapons, such as the 
popular Ruger 10-22, which many fathers have 
used to train their children in firearm safety. 
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A fundamental part of a free society is the 
existence of a strong, Jocal police force 
independent of outside influence — espe- 
cially influence that is either political or 
federal. 

And that is where Washington State 
shines. In a state with 39 counties, at least 
20 sheriffs and one police chief have pub- 
licly stated that they will not enforce the 
new “law” because it violates not only 
the federal Constitution, but also the state 
constitution. If those sheriffs and that chief 
don’t enforce the “law,” it might simply 
collapse under its own bloated weight. The 
law’s weak links are especially apparent 
in private sales and background checks. If 
those sheriffs and that police chief don’t 
do the background checks, the checks 
won’t get done, and if they don’t inves- 
tigate and arrest those involved in private 
sales, the sellers and consumers won’t be 
investigated or arrested. 

One of those sheriffs is 
Klickitat County Sheriff Bob 
Songer. In an exclusive inter- 
view with THE NEW AMERI- 
CAN, Sheriff Songer said, 
“Tt’s a bad law. It’s an illegal 
law.” He added that this law 
“illegally amends the Con- 
stitution” by setting aside 
the Second Amendment. In 
passing I-1639 by popular 
vote, “They bypassed [the] 
process [for amending the 
Constitution] and called it 
‘democracy.’” He asked, 
“Why would I — as sheriff 
of Klickitat County — go out 
and enforce a law that I be- 
lieve is truly unconstitutional 
and end up arresting people, 
seizing their property, and so 
forth, based on a bad law?” 

And he has a valid point. 
After all, the Second Amend- 
ment says, “The right of the 
people to keep and bear 
arms shall not be infringed.” 
It does not say “unless the 
democratic majority of a 
state votes to infringe that 
right.” And as Sheriff Songer 
pointed out, the Constitution 
of the State of Washington 
includes an article that is 
“patterned after the Second 
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Amendment [of the U.S. Constitution] 
except it’s even clearer in the sense that 
it says the right to keep and bear arms is 
an individual right.” The exact wording of 
Section 24, “Right to Bear Arms” is, “The 
right of the individual citizen to bear arms 
in defense of himself, or the state, shall 
not be impaired, but nothing in this section 
shall be construed as authorizing individu- 
als or corporations to organize, maintain 
or employ an armed body of men.” 

In a democracy, Sheriff Songer would 
be obliged to enforce the “law” of I-1639. 
Thank God the United States is a repub- 
lic whose Constitution states, in Article 
IV, “The United States shall guarantee to 
every State in this Union a Republican 
Form of Government.” 

Sheriff Songer expressed his frustration 
over the fact that an 18-year-old can get 
married, enter into a contract, vote, join 


Taking a stand for the Constitution: Chief Loren Culp is the one police 
chief in Washington State to publicly say that he will not enforce I-1639. He 
was also the first law-enforcement leader to take that stand. 


the military, and kill or be killed for his 
country, but in Washington State he can’t 
buy a semi-automatic rifle without being 
made into a criminal. 

As for the ruse of “democracy,” Sher- 
iff Songer told THE NEw AMERICAN that 
the Seattle Times report was correct: Pas- 
sage of I-1639 was not equal across the 
state. The small communities that make up 
most of Washington were not in favor of 
the law, but they were outvoted by the big 
cities. He said, “Where you see the support 
for 1639 is in the heavily populated” areas 
of the state. In his county, Sheriff Songer 
said, he is “receiving very positive sup- 
port” for his stand on J-1639. 

Songer, a 48-year veteran of law en- 
forcement serving his second term as sher- 
iff of Klickitat County, describes himself 
as a “constitutional sheriff’ and told THE 
NEw AMERICAN that while most of the 
feedback he has received is 
positive, he has had some 
pushback on his stand. “I’ve 
had people say, ‘Well, you 
need to follow the rule of 
law,’ and I say, ‘That’s ex- 
actly what I’m doing.’” He 
went on to say, “The rule of 
law is the Constitution — the 
Washington State Constitu- 
tion and the U.S. Constitu- 
tion — and I’ve taken an 
oath to uphold those con- 
stitutions and that’s exactly 
what I’m doing,” adding, 
“Our attorney general, Bob 
Ferguson, and our governor 
— who’s running for presi- 
dent — need to follow the 
tule of law and go by the 
Constitution.” 

His ire toward Attorney 
General Bob Ferguson is 
in reference to statements 
Ferguson has made, in- 
cluding an open letter he 
wrote to the 20 sheriffs and 
one police chief who have 
said they will not enforce 
I-1639. In that open letter, 
Ferguson wrote, “Local law 
enforcement officials are 
entitled to their opinions 
about the constitutionality 
of any law, but those per- 
sonal views do not absolve 
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Gun owners are required to keep their firearms 
inaccessible to all unauthorized persons. That not 
only means that having a gun stored in a way that 
makes it readily handy in an emergency is likely a 
violation of I-1639, but also means that a gun Owner 
who has his gun stolen in a burglary can be charged 


with a crime. 


us of our duty to enforce Washington 
laws and protect the public.” 

That one police chief, Loren Culp of 
the small town of Republic, has his own 
response to that idea. In an exclusive in- 
terview with THE NEw AMERICAN, Chief 
Culp said, “Anyone who says the police 
should enforce the law — no matter what 
— needs to look at history. In 1955 in 
Montgomery, Alabama, Rosa Parks was 


arrested for sitting in the white section of 


a city bus, and in Nazi Germany, millions 
of Jews were sent to their deaths because 
it was the law.” Culp added, “I will not be 
that officer — I will uphold my oath of 
office. I will not violate citizens’ consti- 
tutional rights.” 

Chief Culp — like Sheriff Songer 
— is no rookie. After serving as a ser- 
geant in the U.S. Army and then being 
self-employed as a building contractor, 
he worked as a patrol officer, narcotics 
detective, and dual-purpose K-9 handler. 
With almost a decade of law-enforce- 
ment experience, he has been the chief 
of Republic’s police department for two 
and a half years. But his patriotic bent 
goes back to his childhood, when his 
father went on a speaking tour for this 
magazine’s parent organization, The 
John Birch Society, speaking about the 
importance of supporting your local po- 
lice and keeping them independent. 

Those childhood lessons seem to 
have stuck. 

Chief Culp is not only the only police 
chief in Washington State to publicly 
take the stand he has, he was also the 
first law-enforcement officer of any type 
in the state to do so. He told THE NEw 


for a way to make his point without trying 
to cram it into 30-second sound bites, he 
wrote a book. 

That book, American Cop: Upholding 
the Constitution and Defending Your Right 
to Bear Arms, held the number one slot at 
Amazon in its category for weeks and has 
sold thousands of copies on his website. 
He was a guest on Tucker Carlson, Fox 
and Friends, and The Daily Ledger, and he 
has done hundreds of radio and newspaper 
interviews all across the nation about his 
opposition to I-1639. Many of those inter- 
views are available at chiefculp.com. The 


« Upholding The Constitution & 
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salient point is that he is right about this. 
And he was right about something else: It 
wasn’t long before sheriffs across the state 
were standing up beside him. 

In fact, before the dust could settle, 
a great portion of the law-enforcement 
community in Washington State was 
standing up in opposition to I-1639. As 
the Seattle Times reported in October, the 
Washington Council of Police & Sheriffs 
(WACOPS), the Washington State Sher- 
iffs Association, the Washington State 
Law Enforcement Firearms Instructors 
Association, the Washington State Patrol 
Troopers Association, and the Washing- 
ton State Fraternal Order of Police were 
among many of the outspoken opponents 
of the passage of I-1639. WACOPS also 
said that I-1639 was likely a violation of 
the Second Amendment. 

And with Stephen Paolini’s 22-year-old 
rose-colored opinion that I-1639 is going 
to somehow curb gun violence duly noted, 
a statement from Teresa Taylor, executive 
director for WACOPS, rings much more 
realistic: “We do not believe that the pas- 
sage of this initiative is going to make 

people safer in our community.” 

Chief Culp made a similar observa- 
tion, telling THE NEW AMERICAN, “Gun 
control laws infringe only on the law 
abiding citizens. Criminals don’t obey 
laws; that’s what makes them criminals.” 

And there’s the rub. While 40 percent 
of Washingtonians have been threatened 
with the tyranny of gun control by the 
other 60 percent of the state’s citizens, 
for the promise of safety, that prom- 
ise itself is a lie. Whereas the liberal, 
large population centers of Washington 
State favor that lie as a way to disarm 
the law-abiding, Chief Culp and those 
20 sheriffs favor a system that Culp de- 
scribes as “a republic, where the minor- 
ity is protected by law.” 

Coming from the police chief of Re- 
public, Washington, that’s a pretty good 
statement. Thank God for Chief Culp, 
Sheriff Songer, and the other members 
of the law-enforcement community in 
Washington State who take seriously 
their oaths of office and understand 
their duty to defend both the constitu- 


A real lawman: Chief Culp’s book, American Cop: 
Upholding the Constitution and Defending Your 
Right to Bear Arms, held the number one spot 

in its category for weeks at Amazon. It is also 
available from his website. 


tions of the United States and Wash- 
ington State, and the lives, liberty, and 
property of the people they have sworn 
to serve and protect. 


AMERICAN that he expected others to do 
the same, but initially, he was caught in 
the gaze of the spotlight’s eye all alone. 
As aresult of that exposure and looking 
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CALIFORNIA’ 


California schools plan to teach aberrant sex practices and 
sexual-identity confusion at school — normalizing mental 
illness and perverse, immoral, and dangerous sex practices. 


by Alex Newman 


California children ages 12 through 

17 now identifies as “gender non- 
conforming,” according to a recent study 
by the University of California, Los Ange- 
les (UCLA). In other words, more than a 
fourth of the state’s boys do not accept the 
fact that they are male, and similar numbers 
of girls refuse to accept being female. But if 
policymakers in the Golden State get their 
way, this is only the beginning of another 
revolution that will make the “Sexual Revo- 
lution” seem tame by comparison. And they 
are getting their way — and then some. 

In early May, the state’s Board of Edu- 
cation approved a new “Health Education 
Framework” for kindergarten through 
12th grade that should shock even the 
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most liberal and “progressive” parents. 
From teaching children that there are in- 
finite genders, to how-to manuals on sex- 
ual perversions so dangerous and obscene 
they cannot be described here, there seem 
to be no moral boundaries or taboos that 
are not being deliberately broken. 

Nothing is beyond the pale. For instance, 
the indoctrination on transgenderism be- 
gins in kindergarten, with children being 
encouraged to question their “gender” and 
“gender stereotypes.” And it gets progres- 
sively more extreme from there: sexual re- 
lationships with multiple partners, anal sex, 
masturbation, “fisting,” “blood play,” sado- 
masochism, and much more. Even “educa- 
tion” on child rape as a “sexual orientation” 
was being foisted on children in the state, 
at least before a massive outcry shut that 
down — temporarily, no doubt. 


Aiding mental imbalance: This day care for 
pre-schoolers in the Bay Area in California 
caters to so-called transgender and gender 
fluid children. But it doesn’t cure them; it 
reinforces the kids’ mental problems. 


The Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgen- 
der, Queer, Intersex + (LGBTQI+) agenda 
is being infused into the entire curriculum 
from the earliest years. That is despite the 
fact that the respected American College 
of Pediatricians (ACP), a group of 500 
pediatricians that offers a conservative 
alternative to the much larger American 
Academy of Pediatricians, has referred to 
exactly this sort of propaganda being foist- 
ed on children as “child abuse.” In Califor- 
nia and beyond, this abuse is now being 
systematically inflicted upon children by 
out-of-control politicians, bureaucrats, 
and sexual deviants. And the consequenc- 
es are going to be disastrous, experts say. 


Perversion Framework: 

Books and Tips 

Perhaps the best illustration of the perver- 
sion that permeates the Health Education 
Framework are the books being promoted 
within. These resources, aimed at children 
at every level from kindergarten to high 
school, are mind-blowing. That they would 
be recommended by government for any- 
one — much less schoolchildren — would 
have been unthinkable just a few years ago. 

In kindergarten, for instance, the Health 
Education Framework recommends a book 
entitled Who Are You? The Kid’s Guide 
to Gender Identity. The cover features a 
boy wearing a dress. Recommended by 
the state government for children in first 
grade and kindergarten, the book claims 
to provide “a straightforward introduction 
to gender for anyone aged 4+.” And yet, 
the contents of the book show it is not ap- 
propriate for anyone except perhaps soci- 
ologists trying to understand madness — 
certainly not for children who still hardly 
know their ABCs. 

Its main purpose is actually to convince 
children that male and female are obso- 
lete, and that there are potentially infinite 
genders. It lists a wide array of examples, 
including “trans, gender-queer, non-binary, 
gender fluid, transgender, gender neutral, 
agender, neutrois, bigender, third gender, 
two-spirit,” and more. The book also claims, 
among other absurdities, that grown-ups 
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Recommended reading: California’s new Health Education Framework has a list of recommended 
books, including books that attempt to confuse children about their sexual identity. 


must “make a guess” about what gender 
babies are “by looking at their bodies.” 

That book is recommended right after 
the framework begins its indoctrination 
of children into gender confusion. One 
chapter in the Health Education Frame- 
work explains to teachers how they ought 
to teach “sexuality” to kindergarten chil- 
dren. “Discuss gender with kindergartners 
by exploring gender stereotypes and ask- 
ing open-ended questions, such as what 
are preferred colors, toys, and activities 
for boys/girls, and then challenging ste- 
reotypes if presented,” it reads. 

Then, the teacher should continue to con- 
fuse the children. “Throughout this discus- 
sion, show images of children around the 
same age who do not conform to typical 
gender stereotypes,” the instructions read. 
“Examples do not have to be exaggerated 
or overt. Simple differences, such as colors 
or toy preferences, can demonstrate accep- 
tance of gender non-conformity.” 

Another controversial book recom- 
mended under the Health Education Frame- 
work is called Changing You!: A Guide to 
Body Changes and Sexuality by Gail Saltz. 
This book, recommended for kindergarten 
through third grade, includes close-up “car- 
toon” illustrations of adult and children’s 
genitalia that have been widely condemned 
as child pornography. Also included are 
drawings of sexual intercourse. 

Likely the most horrifying book in Cali- 
fornia’s new “health education” scheme is 
S.E.X.: The All-You-Need-to-Know Sexual- 
ity Guide to Get You Through Your Teens 
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and Twenties. This extreme guide to perver- 
sion is used by the California school system 
to teach teenagers how to engage in every 
conceivable form of sexual debauchery — 
from “fisting” and “blood play” to masoch- 
ism and bondage, where people tie each 
other up and engage in bizarre sex acts. 

In California, students have even had 
child rape added into the program under 
LGBTQI+ history mandates. In a video ob- 
tained by this writer, Brea Olinda Unified 
School District (BOUSD) Assistant Super- 
intendent of Curricula Kerrie Torres ex- 
plains that it is “really important” to teach 
children about pedophilia and pederasty in 
the classroom because it is a “sexual orien- 
tation.” The remarks came in response to a 
question from a parent about why children 
were being taught pedophilia. 

“This is done because we are talking 
about historical perspectives of how gen- 
der relations and different types of sexual 
orientations have existed in history,” Tor- 
res tells the concerned mother, perhaps 
unaware that she was on camera. A les- 
son plan also obtained by this writer re- 
vealed that child rape was being taught in 
a presentation about the history of sexual 
orientations, with a reference to ancient 
Greece. After the uproar, school officials 
told THE NEW AMERICAN that the slide was 
removed. But homosexual-activist-turned- 
politician Harvey Milk, who raped mul- 
tiple underage boys, is still portrayed as 

a hero throughout the state of California. 

The propaganda is so extreme and dis- 
honest that even some homosexual activists 


are speaking out. Among other concerns, 
California schools have been caught re- 
peatedly teaching children that anal sex 
with a condom is a “low risk” activity. 
But according to the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control (CDC), condoms fail 
to prevent HIV infection 30 percent of 
the time or more during sodomy, putting 
countless young children at risk of con- 
tracting an incurable and deadly disease. 


Opposition Growing 

Naturally, opposition to the extremism 
has been growing. The group Informed 
Parents of California has helped lead the 
charge. “Informed parents, families and 
faith leaders across California demand 
the rejection of the so-called ‘Health 
Framework,’” said Stephanie Yates, co- 
founder of Informed Parents of Califor- 
nia, before the radical sex-ed standards 
were approved by the state board. “It’s 
down-right sickening. It’s dangerous. It’s 
reckless, and it will destroy our children’s 
physical, emotional, and mental health.” 

The group organized rallies at the Capi- 
tol. And it organized a massive SeXXX Ed 
sit out in February to protest, with parents 
keeping their children home from school. 
The alliance consisted of a diverse coali- 
tion of parents including evangelicals, 
Catholics, Jews, Mormons, Muslims, and 
even some nonbelievers. The goal was 
to express outrage over “highly graphic, 
state-mandated sex education and gender 
identity lessons in public schools,” said In- 
formed Parents of California, calling for 
the madness to be stopped. 

The extreme sexualization, perversion, 
and confusion of children has sparked an 
especially fierce wave of outrage among 
Hispanic communities, many of whom are 
Catholic and hold stronger family values 
than the far-left political class. A number 
of Latino parents even accused the state’s 
education bureaucracy of “racism” for at- 
tempting to conceal the extremism from 
Spanish-speaking parents. 

Hispanic leaders noted that the Edu- 
cation Department failed to make the 
Health Education Framework available 
in Spanish, even though almost a third 
of households in the state are Spanish- 
speaking and even though it normally 
makes other materials available in Span- 
ish. That likely meant that the education 
establishment was trying to deny the par- 
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ents the opportunity to have a say in what 
their children would be taught. 

“They have lost our trust with this 
framework, it goes against our values as 
parents,” Alfred Cuellar, a concerned fa- 
ther in Anaheim, told The Newman Report 
at FreedomProject.com, blasting medical- 
ly inaccurate information. “This is a direct 
attack on the family, on laws established 
by God that marriage is between a man 
and a woman. This should not be accepted 
in our schools. Our children are not a po- 
litical field. Teaching minors about trans- 
genderism is illegal.... Our children should 
not be an experiment.” A dozen concerned 
parents echoed the outrage in comments 
sent to this writer, with some threatening 
to withdraw their children from govern- 
ment schools entirely. 

But despite the outrage, California offi- 
cials have made abundantly clear that even 
individual opt-outs from the indoctrina- 
tion are not permitted under state law. Or- 
ange County Board of Education General 
Counsel Ronald Wenkart said it plainly in 
a memo: “Parents who disagree with the 
instructional materials related to gender, 
gender identity, gender expression and 
sexual orientation may not excuse their 
children from this instruction.” 

Officials explained the same thing on 
government websites aimed at parents. 
“As stated in Education Code 51932(b), the 


Youth Act does not apply to instruction or 
materials outside the context of sex educa- 
tion, including those that may reference 
gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, 
discrimination, bullying, relationships or 
family,” the Orange County Department of 
Education explains on its website. Parents 
are allowed to tell their children they dis- 
agree with the material, but that is as far as 
their rights extend if they continue sending 
them to government schools. 


Consequences 

As mentioned previously, surveys show 
over 25 percent of California children aged 
12 through 17 are “gender non-conform- 
ing,” according to UCLA data. And some 
studies show as many as 20 percent to 50 
percent of American young people identify 
as LGBTQI+. In some nations such as Swe- 
den, where the indoctrination is most ex- 
treme, experts have revealed that the num- 
ber of “transgender” children is doubling 
every year. And under the HEF, that trend 
is expected to accelerate across California, 
too. 

Family Research Institute Chairman 
Dr. Paul Cameron, one of the leading aca- 
demic researchers in the field, offered a 
stark warning. “Because sexual tastes are 
learned, given the right circumstances and 
the right time, in just about any society 
or family, some will acquire homosexu- 
al desires,” he told THE NEw AMERICAN 


One time when minorities get ignored: Liberal California, which is a sanctuary state for illegal- 
alien Hispanics, is ignoring Hispanic pleas to stop the sexual degradation of their children. 
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magazine. “While about a quarter of ac- 
quisitions can be traced to molestation, the 
bulk seems happenstantial — seeing or 
hearing something that plants an idea that 
somehow grows into homosexual desire.” 

“Clearly, the more the notion is fertil- 
ized, the more likely an LGBT outcome 
becomes,” he continued, warning that the 
LGBT threat is now international in scope. 
“Getting informed of homosexuality by a 
cartoon, or a classroom lecture, is prob- 
ably ‘enough’ to turn a few children (out 
of millions) toward homosexual desire. 
Obviously, with repetition and fertiliza- 
tion, ‘a few here and a few there’ starts a 
process that partially explains the tripling 
of homosexuality in high school youth 
over the past three decades.” 

Dr. Cameron was raised in California. 
But back then, he had not heard the word 
“queer” until middle school. Today, it is 
ubiquitous, down to the earliest ages. And 
this will have profound repercussions. 
“The new curriculum will create many 
thousands of LGBTs in the California 
school system,” he explained. “And while 
most kids who ‘turn LGBT’ will probably 
come from troubled or liberal homes, some 
will come from conservative or deeply re- 
ligious families due to the odd events that 
influence human sexual desire.” 

As a result of the outrage, state officials 
claimed that some of the objectionable ma- 
terial referred to in this article was removed 
from the HEF prior to final approval. How- 
ever, the latest versions of HEF available 
on the Department of Education’s website 
still show the material. And even if it is 
true that some was removed, the fact that 
it was in there to begin with illustrates how 
dangerous the education establishment has 
become to America’s children. 

Of course, California’s new Health 
Education Framework is just the tip of the 
iceberg when it comes to the insanity that 
now permeates the government education 
system in America. To learn more about 
what is happening in public schools across 
the country, please read this magazine’s 
February 4 Special Report on education, or 
try to attend one of the many presentations 
on this topic that will be given around the 
country. (See the article on page 25). 

Americans must take urgent action to 
rescue their children, or the consequences 
will be practically inevitable and abso- 
lutely catastrophic. Time is running out. 
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EDUCATION 


ALEX NEWMAN’S SPEAKING TOUR ROARS COAST TO COAST 


The government school system has become an existential threat to faith, family, and 
freedom. TNA’s Alex Newman sounds the alarm and urges parents to remove their 


by William F. Jasper 


children from its grasp. 
oys in girls’ bathrooms, and vice 
versa; “drag queens” in demonic 


B get-up reading storybooks to 


pre-schoolers and elementary-school 
kids; compulsory LGBTQ indoctrina- 
tion; brainwashing in global-warming 
hysteria; programming in global citi- 
zenship; mandatory Islamic studies and 
prayers to Allah; hatred of America, 
America’s Founding Fathers, and tra- 
ditional American heroes: Increasingly, 
this is the reality of what passes for edu- 
cation in the government school system 
across America. 

Our nation’s academic decline has 
been on a disastrous course for decades. 
Parents and conservative activists have 
demanded reforms, so “progressive” 
politicians and educators have promised 
reform — but have instead accelerated 
their programs of perversion, subver- 
sion, and indoctrination. The state-run 
high schools regularly turn out millions 
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of graduates who are functionally illiter- 
ate and innumerate, but who are reliably 
zealous crusaders for socialism. Bernie 
Sanders, Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, and 
Ilhan Omar are their heroes. It does not 
take a graduate degree in soothsaying to 
predict that our end as a free republic is 
fast approaching unless this is reversed. 

Author Alex Newman, contributing 
editor and international correspondent 
for THE NEW AMERICAN, has embarked 
on a heroic effort to tackle this existen- 
tial threat to faith, family, and freedom. 
The multi-talented, multi-lingual New- 
man has started on a nationwide, coast- 
to-coast “Rescuing Our Children” speak- 
ing tour that will be reaching more than 
40 cities (see schedule on the inside back 
cover) throughout the summer. 

Newman warns parents that if they 
want to protect their children against 
intellectual dumbing down, as well as 
the rampant cultural-moral-spiritual 
subversion, then sending them to public 
schools is no longer an option. “Right 


now,” he says, “the government schools 
are systematically indoctrinating and 
dumbing down children, turning them 
against their parents, against their fami- 
lies, against their churches, against our 
country, against the Founding Fathers of 
our country, against our Constitution and 
our freedoms, and our Republic will not 
survive too far into the future if we allow 
this to continue.” 

Newman, who is one of this coun- 
try’s premier investigative reporters, has 
been especially involved in exposing the 
United Nations and its global indoctri- 
nation arm UNESCO (United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Or- 
ganization). Thanks in large part to his 
exposés in THE NEw AMERICAN of former 
UNESCO boss Irina Bokova, a corrupt 
official of the mass-murdering Bulgarian 
Communist Party, Bokova was prevented 
from being promoted to UN Secretary- 
General. His exposure of UNESCO cor- 
ruption and subversion also helped set 
the dial for the Trump administration’s 
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On the road: Alex Newman speaks to students and faculty at Friendship Christian School in 
Suwanee, Georgia, at the start of his three-month, national “Rescuing Our Children” tour. 


decision to end U.S. membership in, and 
financial support for, UNESCO. 

Readers of THE NEW AMERICAN are al- 
ready aware that Newman was not only the 
principal writer for our “Deep State” Spe- 
cial Report, but also of the “Rescuing Our 
Children” Special Report that is now caus- 
ing a great awakening across this nation. 

“There is a silent struggle raging right 
now upon which the future of America 
and her liberties depends — literally,” 
he wrote in that Special Report. “At its 
core, the struggle revolves around who 
will be responsible for children and their 
upbringing.... The end goal goes far be- 
yond education and touches every aspect 
of life.” The battle for our children is the 
most important political battle facing 
America. Without confronting the reality 
of this crisis straight on, Christians and 
conservatives will lose every single battle 
in the decades ahead, he warns. 
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“We recognize that calling for a mass 
exodus of children from government 
schools is still considered a radical pro- 
posal by some,” notes Newman. “But as 
we show clearly in this Special Report, it 
is time for radical solutions to this exis- 
tential crisis. Our country, our churches, 
our freedoms, and our families are all on 
the line here. We cannot ignore this any 
longer. We must take urgent action now 
to rescue our children — along with our 
churches and our nation.” 

Along with the late, great educator 
Sam Blumenfeld, Newman coauthored 
the important 2015 book Crimes of the 
Educators: How Utopians Are Using 
Government Schools to Destroy America’s 
Children. Thankfully, it is now back in 
print, after being unavailable for the past 
year. 

Of necessity, Alex Newman’s message 
is alarming. How could it be otherwise, 


EvanMulch 


considering the headlong rush toward the 
infernal abyss that our government school 
system is leading our entire nation into? 
However, his message is also hopeful and 
encouraging. 

“Tn fact, there is a lot of great news, and 
cause for celebration,” he wrote, in an arti- 
cle coauthored with Dr. Duke Pesta in the 
“Rescuing Our Children” Special Report. 
“The good news is that it has never been 
easier or more cost-effective for Ameri- 
cans to take back their power and their 
children. With a growing array of options 
available, ranging from homeschooling 
materials and parent-led cooperatives to 
independent private, online, and Christian 
schools to suit every need, virtually every 
parent can do it.” 

Alex Newman is an online instructor 
at FreedomProject Academy, the fully ac- 
credited online school led by Professor 
Pesta that offers a classical education for 
kindergarten through high school. “We 
are spending more money and commit- 
ting more resources to public education 
than at any time in our history,” Dr. Pesta 
says. “We have more educrats, federal 
bureaucrats, technocrats, businessmen, 
educational foundations, 501C3 watch- 
dogs, and corporate sponsors focused on 
revamping education than ever before. 
And yet our kids remain ignorant about 
our history, are far less literate as read- 
ers, and become more math deficient with 
every year that passes.” 

“The real problem,” Dr. Pesta notes, 
“is that actual education is far down the 
list of priorities for our government co- 
opted public schools. The only option is 
to embrace alternative forms of educa- 
tion that empower students with genuine 
knowledge and the skills they need to 
succeed in life. Time to leave parenting to 
the parents, psychology to the profession- 
als, and ideology to the universities, and 
recommit to teaching a rigorous course of 
ABCs and 123s.” 

“Reform of the government’s indoctri- 
nation centers is not an option,” Pesta and 
Newman write in their article, “Get Them 
Out (of Public Schools)!” in the Special 
Report. “Conservative organizations and 
Christian activists have squandered count- 
less millions of dollars on ‘reform’ efforts 
with nothing to show for it. At best, all 
they did was delay the inevitable by per- 
haps a few years.” 


THE NEW AMERICAN ¢ JUNE 17, 2019 


They assert: “Government schools 
today are the fruit of a poison tree — 
they cannot be reformed; they must be 
abandoned. Reforming a bad idea is 
a bad idea. Ultimately, separation of 
school and state is needed. And not only 
is it possible, it is better on every front, 
as the nation proved in the 18th and 19th 
centuries.” 

Over the past several decades, mil- 
lions of American families have voted 
with their feet, leaving the toxic pub- 
lic-school wasteland for homeschool, 
private-school, and Christian-school 
options. However, the fact remains that 
over 85 percent of American children 
remain in the government-run brain- 
washing factories. Education leader 
Lt. Col. E. Ray Moore (Ret.), a retired 
chaplain and the founder of Frontline 
Ministries, says this unsustainable situ- 
ation demands an all-hands-on-deck 
effort to rescue the children — a sort 
of “Dunkirk” operation. But instead of 
using all available boats to rescue Brit- 
ain’s fighting men from destruction on a 
beach during World War II, our dire pre- 


dicament demands Americans must use 
every resource at their disposal to rescue 
American boys and girls from destruc- 
tion at the hands of rogue government 
schools controlled by totalitarian bureau- 
crats. Lt. Col. Moore praised THE NEW 
AMERICAN’S “Rescuing Our Children” 
Special Report for its ground-breaking 
work exposing this crisis and offering 
real solutions to it. “Well done, factual 
and timely too,” said Moore, director 
of the Exodus Mandate Project, who is 
featured in an exclusive interview in the 
Special Report and has been the leading 
figure calling for an exodus from public 
schools. “This report shows the need to 
exit the government system and rescue 
children through growing K-12 private, 
Christian and home schools. THE NEw 
AMERICAN has led the way nationally 
with this issue.” 

Israel Wayne, a nationally renowned 
home-education leader, author, and 
speaker, makes the case for homeschool- 
ing and Christian education in the TNA 
Special Report. “Scripture and church fa- 
thers clearly state that education should 


be God-centered, but God is banned from 
public schools,” he explained. “It is my 
sincere hope that people of faith will in- 
creasingly remove their children from 
State-dominated schools, and choose an 
education that supports and encourages 
the faith and beliefs they want to impart 
to their children.” 

Alex Newman’s nationwide tour got off 
to an auspicious start on May 15 with a 
global radio interview with Generations 
Radio host Kevin Swanson, heard live 
on Christian AM and FM stations and the 
Internet, as well as on a podcast (avail- 
able at https://www.generations.org/pro- 
grams/1343). 

Other Christian radio shows, educators, 
and homeschool organizations are getting 
excited about promoting the tour. 

Don’t miss the Newman “Rescuing Our 
Children” tour when it comes to your area, 
and check the tour schedule to make sure 
you alert your friends, relatives, co-work- 
ers, pastors, and co-religionists around the 
country to this rare opportunity to hear this 
important presentation when Alex comes 
to their region. 
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DEEP STATE 
ERRAND BOY 


After being appointed as special counsel to investigate 
Trump-Russian collusion allegations, Robert Mueller 
became a household name, but he has been a Deep State 


lackey for ages. 


ROBERT MUELLER 


MILKOVICH 


by C. Mitchell Shaw 


Robert Mueller: Errand Boy for the New 
World Order, by John Milkovich, self- 
published, 2018, 205 pages, paperback. 


Bill Murray plays Bob Wiley, a man 

who manufactures his own mental 
illnesses and eventually drives his psy- 
chiatrist, Leo Marvin (played by Richard 
Dreyfuss), completely insane. Bob has a 
self-serving nature, which is best depicted 
in a scene where Marvin throws Bob out 
of his house. Marvin’s young son asks, 
“Why’d you need to kick Bob out of the 
house?” Marvin asks, “You think he’s 
gone?” and opens the door to show that 
Bob is standing in the doorway, waiting 


[ nthe 1991 comedy What About Bob?, 
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to be let back in. Marvin answers his own 
question by saying, “He’s never gone!” 

And that’s how it is with another Bob, 
Robert Mueller. Nearly two months after 
the completion of his investigation of al- 
leged collusion between the Trump cam- 
paign and Russia and more than a month 
after the release of the final report, Muel- 
ler is not gone. He’s never gone. 

One reason Mueller is never gone is 
that he is the quintessential Deep State 
operative. He’s not gone because he has 
been right there — in the shadows — for 
decades. In his book Robert Mueller: Er- 
rand Boy for the New World Order, John 
Milkovich lays bare Mueller’s past, in the 
process revealing Mueller’s motives for 
the Trump probe. 

Milkovich is a state senator from 
Louisiana. And while holding that seat 
as a Democrat, he is perhaps one of the 
most conservative members of that body. 
Though Errand Boy was written at the 
peak of the Mueller probe late last year, 
it is as relevant today as then — perhaps 
even more so, because to understand 
Mueller is to better understand the machi- 
nations of the Deep State. 

In 165 pages of text and another 39 
pages of footnotes and bibliography, Er- 
rand Boy takes the reader back to the early 
1980s when — as an assistant U.S. attor- 
ney in Boston for the District of Massa- 
chusetts and then as the acting U.S. attor- 
ney for that same district — Mueller was 
front and center as agents of the FBI pro- 
tected, covered up for, and even acted as 
accomplices in the murderous organized 
crime spree of the Winter Hill Gang. And 
while the book does not attempt to put a 
smoking gun in Mueller’s hand for any of 
the murders committed by the Winter Hill 


Gang, it does show Mueller’s actions and 
inactions for what they were: an assist to 
the FBI’s illegal and corrupt handling of 
an investigation that led to the continued 
reign of terror of criminals and the pros- 
ecution of innocent men. 

Milkovich notes that when — in 2007 — 
Mueller was questioned about that aspect of 
his past, he responded, “I think the public 
should recognize that what happened, hap- 
pened years ago.” Of course, the same man 
who said that has spent the last two years 
turning over every stone to find anything 
that “happened years ago” that he could pin 
on either President Trump or anyone asso- 
ciated with his campaign or administration. 

And it is not as though the FBJ-Winter 
Hill Gang debacle is the single dark spot 
on Mueller’s otherwise impeccable résumé. 
The book starts there because that is where 
Mueller began his ascent to the higher 
rungs of power and continued his descent 
into the lower regions of the Deep State. 
As Errand Boy and its timeline continue, it 
reads like a list of indictments against the 
man the mainstream media love to portray 
as the poster child for propriety and forth- 
rightness. And it shows what the book’s 
back cover describes as the “epic discon- 
nect” between that image and the reality. 

As the book moves forward chrono- 
logically, Mueller is shown to have been 
involved in one Deep State coverup and 
episode of corruption after another. While 
the space allotted to this review does not 
allow room for listing the solid evidence 
that Milkovich includes for each of these, 
Errand Boy is replete with such evidence 
— both in the text and in the footnotes. It 
makes a compelling case. 

¢ The 1988 Lockerbie Bombing of Pan 
Am 103 — That act of terrorism destroyed 
the aircraft and ended the lives of 243 
passengers, 16 crew members, and 11 
people on the ground. Milkovich charges 
in Errand Boy that “Mueller led the FBI’s 
coverup of the December 21, 1988 bomb- 
ing of Pan Am Flight 103” that prevented 
important facts from being released. He 
then spends a chapter — complete with 
footnotes — presenting solid evidence of 
that assertion. As to the possible motives 
for Mueller’s involvement in that coverup, 
Milkovich asks some important questions, 
including whether it was to “conceal the 
CIA’s ties to international terrorists, arms 
dealers and drug traffickers,’ since Pan 
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Am 103 “was carrying [U.S. Army Major] 
Charles McKee [with the Defense Intelli- 
gence Agency] and his fellow intelligence 
officers” who were “flying back home to 
America to blow the whistle on a CIA- 
assisted drug ring — that was trafficking 
heroin from the Middle East to American 
cities.” That question is particularly apro- 
pos given that the CIA and FBI act as two 
tentacles of the Deep State beast. 

¢ The Bank of Credit and Commerce 
International scandal of the late 1980s 
and early 1990s — Errand Boy describes 
BCCI as “the financier and money laun- 
derer for financial fraud, international 
drug trafficking, terrorism, illegal arms 
sales and CIA black ops,” and points out 
that Mueller was brought in as the inves- 
tigator “precisely because of his known 
propensity for cover-ups in instances of 
governmental wrongdoing.” 

¢ The 1992 Ruby Ridge, Idaho, murder 
of Vicki Weaver and her 14-year-old son, 
Sammy, and the attempted murder of other 
members of her family — Mueller’s fin- 
gerprints are all over that dark moment in 
heavy-handed Police State history. As head 
of the Criminal Division of the Justice De- 
partment, he sat silently by as “the local 
U.S. Attorney revoked the agreement for 
the peaceful surrender of Randy Weaver,” 
setting the stage for the near-massacre of 
the Weaver family. Mueller was then angry 
“because members of Congress, and pub- 
lic officials dared complain when an FBI 
sniper shot Vicki Weaver in the head [while 
she was unarmed and holding her baby] and 
killed her [14-year-old] son [by shooting 
him in the back as he was running away].” 

¢ The terrorist attacks of September 
11, 2001 — Mueller was one week into 
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his new job as director of the FBI when 
9/11 changed America and the world. In- 
stead of conducting a real investigation of 
the attacks, Mueller launched a coverup 
of Saudi involvement and made sure that 
“two dozen members of Osama bin Laden’s 
family were quickly flown out of America 
several days after 9-11.” He also “claimed 
that the American Government had no fore- 
warning or clues about the attack on the 
World Trade Center” — a claim that is de- 
monstrably false. More than 18 years later, 
the 9/11 coverup — led at least in part by 
Mueller — is still ongoing. 

¢ The 2001 anthrax attacks in the weeks 
following 9/11 — “Mueller personally 
retained direct control of the anthrax in- 
vestigation,” Errand Boy says. “This was 
to be a political, not evidentiary, investi- 
gation.” Before that “investigation” was 
over, Dr. Bruce Ivins, an innocent man 
with deep psychological problems, was 
hounded to suicide by FBI persecution, 
and the FBI agent who was ostensibly 
leading the investigation “filed a whistle- 
blower complaint against the FBI, and a 
subsequent lawsuit, asserting that the FBI 
undermined, obstructed — and sabotaged 
— the inquiry into who was responsible 
for the Anthrax attacks.” 

¢ Weapons of mass destruction as a pre- 
text for war in Iraq — On February 11, 
2003, Mueller testified before Congress 
that “Baghdad has failed to disarm its 
weapons of mass destruction, willfully at- 
tempting to evade and deceive the interna- 
tional community. Our particular concern is 
that Saddam Hussein may supply terrorists 
with biological, chemical, or radiological 
material.” That narrative got America into 
war, cost America the lives of more than 
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4,500 U.S. soldiers, damaged what was left 
of American credibility around the world, 
and served the interests of the Deep State 
— but not a word of it was true. 

¢ The growth of the surveillance state 
as part of the new reality in the post-9/11 
America — After noting that “Government 
Surveillance” is “a predicate to govern- 
ment’s ability to retaliate against people 
for their movements, actions, speech, as- 
sociations and thoughts,” Milkovich shares 
the heart-rending story of Dr. David M. 
Graham, D.D.S., whom he describes as “a 
Louisiana born and raised dental surgeon, 
decorated Vietnam veteran, investigative 
journalist, author of The 9/11 Graham Re- 
port— Keithville, Louisiana country boy.” 
Milkovich asserts that Graham — who died 
of poisoning — was a possible victim of 
both the surveillance state and other Deep 
State operatives and that Mueller’s FBI 
was complicit in Graham’s death and in- 
strumental in the resulting coverup, and 
he offers many pieces of solid evidence to 
back up his claims. 

¢ The war on Donald Trump — Bringing 
the narrative closer to the present, Errand 
Boy addresses the witch-hunt disguised as 
an investigation known as “Russian Col- 
lusion.” Reflecting back on the decades of 
“an astonishing, even dizzying, chronicle 
of cover-ups, corruption and collusion” that 
mark Mueller’s career, Milkovich states 
that Mueller “is using the well-honed tech- 
niques of deceit and treachery that he has 
employed for decades to victimize the inno- 
cent and protect the guilty.” And he makes a 
good point. After all, given his past record, 
Mueller is either a bungling idiot or a delib- 
erate conspirator in covering up Deep State 
wrongdoing. As an idiot, he would not best 
be placed in the position to “investigate” 
allegations (made by Deep State operatives 
and their political allies) of collusion be- 
tween the Trump campaign and Russia. But 
as an agent of the Deep State, he would be 
the perfect pick for the job. 

Robert Mueller: Errand Boy for the 
New World Order is a well-written, well- 
organized, and well-documented book that 
exposes not only Mueller, but the Deep 
State, as well. While there is nothing in 
the book one can’t find elsewhere, the real 
value of Errand Boy is that so much of the 
truth can be found between its covers. Mi 


To order the book, see page 2. 
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911, What’s 


Your Emergency? 


When a young boy in Tallahassee, Florida, 
called 911 on May 6 to say he was lone- 
ly and needed a new friend, Officer Joe 
White responded immediately. 

According to the Facebook page for the 
City of Tallahassee Police Department, Of- 
ficer White met with the boy and explained 
to him that 911 is reserved for emergencies. 
However, Officer White assured the six- 
year-old that he would be his friend, and 
left him with a stuffed animal as a gift. 

Officer White did not rush off, either. He 
spent some time with the little boy, and even 
gave him a chance to sit in the patrol car. 

The department praised White’s kind- 
ness in a statement to People magazine: 
“Officer White did a phenomenal job an- 
swering this 911 call and using it as an op- 
portunity to be a positive mentor,” it said. 
“He understood the caller was a child who 
needed a buddy or a friend to understand. 
He took the time to make the interaction a 
teaching moment for the use of 911, too. 
Officer White helped tie the child’s sneak- 
ers and walked with him to the patrol car 
so he could work the blue lights.” 

The department noted that Officer 
White’s kindness is an important compo- 
nent in bridging the gap between police and 
the local youth. “It was a great moment to 
develop an important relationship. The 
child’s mother and older brother were there 
but there is a large age gap between the 
child and his brother. They did not know 
he called 911. The child knew by calling 
911, he’d have a friend and he did!” 

And even though Officer White empha- 
sized that 911 is reserved for emergencies, 
the young boy now knows that he can reach 
out to Officer White and other officers at 
the department if he ever needs to talk. 


Special Deliveries 


Elisabeth Milich of Phoenix, Arizona, is a 
second-grade teacher at Whispering Wind 
Academy. When she posted on Facebook 
last year about using her own money to 
buy food and supplies for her classroom, 
she could never have predicted the re- 
sponse that she would get. 
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Milich’s post drew national attention 
when she disclosed her annual income: 
$35,621.25 at the time. She stated in her 
post that she often used her salary to pur- 
chase snacks and supplies for her students, 
but that her salary was not enough to be 
able to continue to do that in the long-term. 

“It’s hard to make a decision to spend 
money on your home, your own kids or 
spend money on your school kids that des- 
perately need the help,” Milich, a mom of 
three, told Good Morning America. “I feel 
fortunate and blessed that I’m not a single 
mom. I have my husband’s income where 
I can buy [lunch] for kids that don’t have 
lunch for field trips but as for fun stuff, I 
can’t buy a set of 20 paints.” 

A few months later, she received a call 
from a stranger in New York City named 
Ben Adam who made an incredible offer 
— to pay for the snacks and supplies that 
Milich and her husband had been buying. 

Milich was taken aback by Adam’s gen- 
erosity. “I’m thinking, ‘This is crazy. This 
is a total stranger from New York,”” Milich 
told the New York Times. “When school 
started, I started getting Amazon packages. 
I thought it was a one-time thing.” 

It was not. Adam continued to send 
Milich classroom supplies through the 
second semester of school, items that in- 
cluded paper, snacks, pencils, books, etc. 

Adam then asked Milich if any of the 
other teachers at her school needed sup- 
plies, and before long, Classroom Giving 
was born. It’s a website that allows others 
to donate to teachers in need of classroom 
supplies. Teachers are able to post a “wish 
list” of materials on Amazon, and donors 
are able to purchase the items, which are 
then delivered through an online retailer. 

“We are not asking for donations and 
we are not raising any funds,” Adam ex- 
plained. “It takes you to Amazon and you 
enter the classroom address into your 
Amazon address book. You send whatever 
you can afford and you know that item has 
gotten exactly to the person you sent it to.” 

Adam’s goal is for the website to even- 
tually go national. 

Meanwhile, Adam and Milich have yet to 
meet in person, but she told Good Morning 
America that she would like to give him a 
“big hug’ for all he’s done for her students. 


THE GOODNESS OF AMERICA 


Teacher’s Day 


When David Green used up all of his 
sick days to attend to his baby daughter 
who is sick with cancer, he was report- 
edly “blown away” by the generosity he 
received from strangers across his home 
state of Alabama. 

Green is a coach and history teacher at 
Mae Jemison High School in Huntsville, 
People reports. His daughter, Kinsley, 
was diagnosed with acute lymphoblastic 
leukemia in October 2018 and is receiv- 
ing cancer treatments 100 miles away 
from their Huntsville home, Newser.com 
reported, and it did not take long before he 
was out of sick days. 

Green’s wife, Megan, took to Facebook 
to ask if other teachers would be willing to 
donate one day each in the hopes of reach- 
ing 40 days. 

“David is officially out of sick days at 
work,” she wrote in a Facebook post on 
March 20. “We want him to continue to 
be able to be with us at the hospital while 
Kinsley is getting Chemotherapy so if you 
are a teacher in the State of Alabama and 
are in a position to donate a sick day we 
would greatly appreciate it!” 

“Kinsley is the biggest daddy’s girl and 
needs him to be here as often as he can,” 
the post continued, “so she would be so 
thankful for any donated days so she can 
spend time with her daddy.” 

The Greens’ goal was easily surpassed 
as teachers came forward and were able 
to donate a total of 110 sick days to the 
desperate father. 

“T could not imagine having a child and 
being away from the child,” says Wilma 
DeYampert, an elementary-school assis- 
tant principal who has breast cancer. “So, 
I just thought it was the right thing to do. 
My mom always said, ‘You don’t have to 
be rich to bless someone.’” 

WHNT reported that DeYampert is 
undergoing chemo herself but still gener- 
ously donated two sick days. 

“We were blown away with the re- 
sponse that we received with the sick 
days,” Megan told Good Morning Ameri- 
ca. “It is a huge blessing and we can’t wait 
until we are in the position to give back 
and help others.” Hf 

— RAVEN CLABOUGH 
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This country’s Founders saw the hand of God in the 
Colonies’ victory over the mighty British empire — with 
God’s providence most apparent in the fortunes of George 


Washington. 


by John White 


he Founders of America were men 

who saw God working in human af- 
fairs to bless or to punish, depending 

upon whether people behaved righteously 
or otherwise. Many times they spoke and 
wrote of Divine Providence intervening 
on behalf of the Colonies in their struggle 
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for independence. Their view was derived 
from the Bible — the experiences of the 
Hebrews coming out of Egypt, the proph- 
ets of the Old Testament trying to correct 
erring Israel, and, of course, the teaching 
of Jesus Christ. All sources pointed toward 
the presence of God in our lives, and his 
favor for those whose thoughts and actions 
honored him by aligning with his will. 
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That is why the signers of the Decla- 
ration of Independence appealed to “the 
Supreme Judge of the world” in declaring 
their political stance. 

That is why the Great Seal of the United 
States, designed by the Continental Con- 
gress, shows the Eye of Providence watch- 
ing over the unfinished 13-tier pyramid 
symbolizing America. 

That is why the Great Seal proclaims 
Annuit Coeptis, “He [God] favors our un- 
dertaking.” 

That is why Charles Thomson, secretary 
of the Continental Congress, described 
the Eye of Providence as alluding to “the 
many signal interpositions of providence 
in favour of the American cause.” 

That is why Patrick Henry, in his speech 
declaring “give me liberty or give me 
death,” said, “There is a just God who pre- 
sides over the destinies of nations.” 

That is why Samuel Adams, in his Au- 
gust 1776 oration on American Indepen- 
dence, said, “The hand of Heaven seems 
to have led us on to be, perhaps, humble 
instruments and means in the great Provi- 
dential dispensation which is completing.” 

That is why Benjamin Franklin declared 
at the Constitutional Convention, “I have 
lived, sir, a long time; and the longer I live, 
the more convincing proofs I see of this 
truth, that God governs in the affairs of 
men. And if a sparrow cannot fall to the 
ground without His notice, is it probable 
that an empire can rise without His aid?” 

That is why the father of the Constitu- 
tion, James Madison, said of its creation in 
The Federalist, No. 37, “It is impossible 
for the man of pious reflection not to per- 
ceive in it a finger of that Almighty hand 
which has been so frequently and signally 
extended to our relief in the critical stages 
of the revolution.” 

The hand of God was notably evident 
in the life of the father of our country. 
George Washington was indispensable to 
the American Revolution and to the first 
years of our fledgling Republic. Instance 
after instance was attested to by him and 
others of what they recognized as divine 
intervention to protect him for a purpose: 
the creation of a new nation and a godly 
society. For example, in a letter to his 


John White is a former naval officer. This article is 
excerpted from his forthcoming book The Pledge of 
Allegiance & The Star-Spangled Banner. 
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Library of Congress 


This incident was well known in the early days of our Republic and 
was confirmed by dozens of historical texts. Indians testified afterward 


that they had specifically singled out Washington and repeatedly shot 


at him, but without effect. 


wife, Martha, written after the Conti- 
nental Congress selected him to lead the 
Continental Army, he said, “I shall rely, 
therefore, confidently on that Providence 
which has heretofore preserved and been 
bountiful to me, not doubting but that I 
shall return safe to you.” Throughout his 
extensive military career, Washington 
was never wounded in battle. 

Thomas Jefferson, who knew Washing- 
ton intimately, described him with these 
words: 


He was incapable of fear, meeting 
personal dangers with the calmest 
unconcern. Perhaps the strongest 
feature in his character was prudence, 
never acting until every circum- 
stance, every consideration, was ma- 
turely weighed; refraining if he saw a 
doubt, but, when once decided going 
through with his purpose, whatever 
obstacles opposed. His integrity was 
most pure, his justice the most inflex- 


ible I have ever known, no motives of 
interest or consanguinity, of friend- 
ship or hatred, being able to bias his 
decision. He was, indeed, in every 
sense of the words, a wise, a good, 
and a great man. 


George Washington should be much bet- 
ter known to Americans today than just 
the fanciful, apocryphal stories about him 
chopping down a cherry tree and throwing 
a silver dollar across the Potomac River. 
His portrait no longer hangs in American 
schoolrooms; schoolchildren no longer 
celebrate his birthday with classroom cer- 
emonies. They don’t learn of him as a role 
model for the conduct of their lives. Yet his 
character and courage demonstrate human 
goodness and greatness at their finest. 
Like all people, he had flaws, nota- 
bly a hot temper. Yet even his enemy, 
King George III, called him “the great- 
est man in the world” when he learned 
that Washington had voluntarily given up 


and came well within the range of British officer Patrick Ferguson. Ferguson was a sharpshooter 
leading sharpshooters, but refused the opportunity to slay Washington from ambush. 
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power after the American War for Inde- 
pendence. (King George realized Wash- 
ington could have been crowned king of 
our new nation by popular acclaim.) After 
the war, Washington’s officers formed the 
Society of the Cincinnati to honor their 
fellowship with him. They named their 
organization after the Roman general 
who was recalled from civilian life to 
lead the defense of Rome and who, after 
achieving victory, could have been pro- 
claimed permanent dictator of Rome but 
instead chose to return to his farm and the 
life of an ordinary citizen of the republic. 
Washington is a hero for the ages and a 
figure whose life should be studied, es- 
pecially by young people, for that very 
reason. America, if it is to survive, needs 
citizens who understand and respect that. 

However, according to James C. Rees, 
former executive director of Mount Ver- 
non, a recent survey of college seniors 
showed that only 34 percent could identify 
George Washington as the commanding 
general of the American forces at York- 
town — the battle that assured America’s 
independence. He writes: 


How sad for these young Americans 
that they don’t know about the Father 
of Our Country’s inspirational lead- 
ership or appreciate the heroic sac- 
rifices made for their freedom by his 
soldiers shivering in the winter cold 
at Valley Forge. 

What kind of citizens do you think 
they will make? 


Here are some vivid instances of Divine 
Providence at work in the life of George 
Washington, a man, if ever there was one, 
chosen by God and raised up to lead his 
country as an example to all the world. 


Escaping Death 
In 1755, at the age of 23, George Washing- 
ton, acting as a volunteer aide-de-camp, 
left Williamsburg with an expedition of 
1,000 British regulars and 300 Virginia 
militiamen commanded by General Ed- 
ward Braddock. Their mission: to expel 
the French encroaching on the western 
lands claimed by England. Their target: 
Fort Duquesne, at the fork of the Alleghe- 
ny and Monongahela Rivers, near present- 
day Pittsburgh. 

Washington’s mother, concerned for his 
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safety, tried to dissuade him. Washington 
replied, “The God to whom you com- 
mended me, madam, when I set out upon 
amore perilous errand, defended me from 
all harm, and I trust He will do so now.” 
(The “perilous errand” was a military 
venture against the French on the western 
frontier the previous year in which he and 
his men were defeated but allowed to re- 
turn home.) 

The army set out in late spring with its 
artillery; 150 wagons of provisions and 
equipment, pulled by four horses each; 
about 260 pack and saddle horses; cattle 
for slaughtering as food along the way, 
and three companies of Virginia militia- 
men. An advance party of several hundred 
soldiers and axmen cut a 12-foot-wide 
path through the wilderness for the army 
to follow. The army itself stretched out in a 
thin column nearly four miles long. 

Braddock was unfamiliar with the style 
of warfare used by the Indian allies of the 
French. Washington warned him of Indian 
ambushes, but the haughty British general 
ignored the warning, feeling certain his 
experienced troops would be more than a 
match for a bunch of savages. 

By July, Braddock was within a few 
miles of Fort Duquesne. The French, 
aware of his presence via reports from 
Indian allies, set a trap. The number of 
French and Indian warriors was less than 
half that of the British, but the ambush 
would give them victory. They chose a 
ravine in which to attack the British from 
cover of trees and rocks. As Braddock’s 
troops entered the narrow opening, their 
concealed enemy commenced firing. Gun 
smoke came from the trees, but not a man 
was seen by the British, who were totally 
surprised by the guerrilla warfare. 

Unable to do more than return feeble fire 
at the invisible enemy, the advance party 
retreated in utter confusion. Braddock, 
farther back, hurried toward the sound of 
battle. He busied himself in forming his 
men into ranks and, unable to think past 
European battle tactics where men ad- 
vanced upon other men across open fields 
in precise formations, ordered his men not 
to hide behind trees. Their bright red coats 
made perfect targets. French and Indian 
musket balls dropped the British by the 
hundreds. 

The pandemonium lasted two hours. 
Braddock had five horses shot from under 
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Finding fortune in defeat: When George Washington’s forces were decisively defeated and 
trapped at the battle of Brooklyn, he managed to use boats to escape with his army across the 
river, with the help of a solicitous storm and a fortunate fog. 


him and finally was shot in the right side 
and sank to the ground. He had been a spe- 
cial target, along with all his other mount- 
ed officers. The army was practically an- 
nihilated. More than 700 British soldiers 
were killed or wounded. The Colonials ac- 
counted for another 300 dead. The French 
and Indians had only 30 wounded, none 
killed. Braddock was taken from the field 
and died three days later. 

What was Washington doing in all this 
slaughter? At first, being the only un- 
wounded aide of Braddock, he rode over 
every part of the battlefield, carrying the 
general’s orders to subordinates. Accord- 
ing to religious historian David Barton in 
his 1990 book The Bulletproof George 
Washington, one survivor who saw Wash- 
ington undaunted in the midst of battle 
later reported, “I expected every moment 
to see him fall. Nothing but the superin- 
tending care of Providence could have 
saved him.” 

Upon Braddock’s fall, everything was 
abandoned to the enemy. The regular 
troops fled in confusion; the battle became 
a rout. Braddock had placed the Virginia 
militia in the rear because of his contempt 
for them as soldiers. Scarcely 30 were 
left alive. Washington organized them to 
defend the fleeing British. But the aban- 
doned booty on the battlefield was more 
appealing to the Indians than taking still 


more scalps. They did not pursue the sur- 
vivors, who returned to Williamsburg. 

Washington later wrote of the battle and 
matter-of-factly said about himself: “By 
the all-powerful dispensations of Provi- 
dence I have been protected beyond all 
human probability of expectations, for I 
had four bullets through my coat and two 
horses shot under me, yet escaped unhurt, 
although death was leveling my compan- 
ions on every side of me!” 

Fifteen years later, Washington learned 
who had fired at him. While traveling 
with a friend in the western territories, a 
band of Indians approached them, led by 
an old, respected Indian chief. The chief 
had heard of Washington’s presence in 
the area. A council fire was kindled and, 
through an interpreter, he addressed Wash- 
ington about the battle at Fort Duquesne, 
where he had fought. Barton quotes an old 
account of the chief’s speech: 


It was on the day when the white 
man’s blood mixed with the streams 
of our forest that I first beheld this 
chief [Washington]. I called to my 
young men and said, mark yon tall 
and daring warrior? He is not of the 
red-coat tribe — he hath an Indian’s 
wisdom, and his warriors fight as 
we do — himself is alone exposed. 
Quick, let your aim be certain, and 
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he dies. Our rifles were leveled, 
rifles which, but for you, knew 
not how to miss — ’twas all in 
vain; a power mightier far than 
we shielded you. Seeing you 
were under the special guard- 
ianship of the Great Spirit, we 
immediately ceased to fire at 
you.... Listen! The Great Spirit 
protects that man [pointing at 
Washington], and guides his 
destinies — he will become the 
chief of nations, and a people 
yet unborn will hail him as the 
founder of a mighty empire. I 
am come to pay homage to the 
man who is the particular fa- 
vorite of Heaven and who can 
never die in battle. 


Barton notes that this incident was 
well known in the early days of 
our Republic and was confirmed 
by dozens of historical texts. In- 
dians testified afterward that they 
had specifically singled out Wash- 
ington and repeatedly shot at him, 
but without effect. Mary Draper 
Ingels, who was kidnapped by 
Shawnee Indians in 1755, escaped 
and wrote an account of her expe- 
rience. Included was an incident in which 
French and Indians met in council after 
the battle of Fort Duquesne and talked 
animatedly about Washington, whom In- 
gels knew. She listened carefully and later 
asked questions. The Frenchmen told of a 
chief named Red Hawk, who had shot at 
Washington 11 times without killing him. 
At that point, because he had never missed 
before, Red Hawk stopped firing at him, 
being convinced that the Great Spirit pro- 
tected Washington. Reverend Samuel Da- 
vies, who later became president of Princ- 
eton University, praised Washington in a 
sermon and noted his remarkable escape 
from numerous perils. 

In September 1777, at the Battle 
of Brandywine, outside Philadelphia, 
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Washington again escaped certain death 
because of circumstances that defy con- 
ventional thinking. A few days before he 
engaged the British, Washington and an 
aide rode out of camp to scout the terrain. 
During this reconnoitering in the vicinity 
of Chadd’s Ford on the Brandywine River, 
Washington encountered an English sol- 
dier named Patrick Ferguson — a man 
who might have single-handedly won the 
war for Britain. 

British Army infantry officer Captain 
Patrick Ferguson was the designer and 
patent holder of the Ferguson rifle. His 
breech-loading flintlock rifle was far su- 
perior to the Brown Bess, the standard- 
issue weapon for British infantry. The 
Brown Bess was a muzzleloader; its most 


The “heavens” assisted the American cause. The entire army escaped 
without a single loss of life. When the British attacked that morning, 
the first redcoats to reach the river saw only the fog and heard only the 
oars of boats taking the last soldiers across. 
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God’s grace: During Washington’s military exploits, he was 
never wounded in battle. He attributed his invulnerability to a 
blessing from God. 


rapid rate of fire, in the hands of 
an experienced shooter, was four 
rounds per minute. Its accuracy 
was good to about 80 yards. By 
contrast, the Ferguson rifle could 
fire six rounds per minute and 
was accurate up to 300 yards. It 
weighed about half as much as a 
Brown Bess. 

In the summer of 1776, Fer- 
guson demonstrated his rifle’s 
capabilities to the British senior 
generals and King George III. He 
proved that his gun could fire rap- 
idly in rain or high wind or during 
an advance. A sharpshooter, he 
shot bull’s-eyes at 300 yards while 
standing and at 100 yards while 
lying on his back. The shooting 
exhibition so impressed the king 
that Ferguson’s rifle was adopted 
as the British army’s first breech- 
loading firearm. Ferguson was 
sent to North America with orders 
for Sir William Howe, command- 
er-in-chief of the British forces, to 
establish a Sharp Shooters Corps 
— snipers — headed by Ferguson. 

The corps had 100 men, all with 
Ferguson rifles. Ferguson, with 
the most advanced rifle on Earth 
and the most experience and skill with it, 
was therefore the best and most dangerous 
marksman in the entire British army. 

On September 7, 1777, Ferguson and 
three of his Sharp Shooters went out to 
scout the American lines. Washington was 
likewise scouting. When Ferguson got a 
glimpse of two horsemen approaching 
in the distance, he instructed his men to 
hide in the bushes. Ferguson later wrote, 
“We had not lain long when a rebel of- 
ficer passed within a hundred yards of my 
right flank.” The officer was riding a huge 
bay horse, wearing the traditional blue and 
buff uniform of an American general offi- 
cer and had on “a remarkably large cocked 
hat.” Ferguson noted that the officer was 
of “exceptional distinction.” 

Washington was roughly six feet three 
inches tall and weighed about 200 pounds. 
The typical Continental Army soldier was 
almost eight inches shorter. So size alone 
was an indication that the officer was 
Washington; his uniform and hat added to 
the identification of the man whom Fer- 
guson knew was in the area. Furthermore, 
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printed likenesses of Washington were 
publicly posted by admirers. But by Fer- 
guson’s own admission, he did not recog- 
nize Washington! Only days later, when he 
was in a field hospital for a wound in his 
right arm, did he learn who the man was. 

At the time of the encounter, Ferguson’s 
first thought was to shoot down the two 
riders, so he ordered his men to “steal near 
to them and fire at them.” Then he changed 
his mind and rescinded the order because 
his first impulse was, he later wrote, “dis- 
gusting.” He was a man of honor; shoot- 
ing down enemy officers in cold blood 
was regarded as dishonorable. He stepped 
out from concealment and ordered the first 
rider, Washington’s aide, to get down. The 
aide shouted an alarm. Ferguson decided 
to take Washington prisoner. 


I advanced from the woods towards 
him. He stopped, but after looking 
at me, proceeded. I again drew his 
attention and made signs for him to 
stop, but he proceeded on his way. 


Washington turned his horse, and the two 
officers rode off, apparently without a 


sense of great danger because they were, 
after all, at what they knew to be the limits 
of a Brown Bess and were on horseback, 
while Ferguson and his men were on foot. 
Their retreat was deliberate, not frantic. 
Had they only known. 

Ferguson recounted what happened 
next: 


As I was with the distance, at which 
in the quickest firing, I could have 
lodged a half dozen balls in or about 
him before he was out of my reach, I 
had only to determine, but it was not 
pleasant to fire at the back of an unof- 
fending individual who was acquit- 
ting himself coolly of his duty, and 
so I let him alone. 


Would Ferguson have fired if he knew his 
easy target was the commander-in-chief of 
the Continental Army, whose death would 
quickly lead the American forces to ruin? 
It is a matter for debate. A 19th-century 
historian, Lyman Draper, observed: 


Had Washington fallen, it is difficult 
to calculate its probable effect upon 


A man without ambitions: After the Revolutionary War, George Washington probably could have 
become king of America by the proclamation of the people and with the support of his army. 
Instead he resigned, intending to return to the life he had come from. 
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the result of the struggle of the Amer- 
ican people. How slight, oftentimes, 
are the incidents which, in the course 
of human events, seem to give direc- 
tion to the most momentous concerns 
of the human race. This singular im- 
pulse of Ferguson illustrates, in a 
forcible manner, the over-ruling hand 
of Providence in directing the opera- 
tion of a man’s mind when he himself 
is least aware of it. 


The Battle of Brandywine was the only 
battle in which Ferguson rifles were used 
in America. While Ferguson recuperated 
from his arm wound, his unit was disband- 
ed and his rifles replaced with Brown Bess 
muskets. Over the ensuing years Ferguson 
was promoted to major, then lieutenant 
colonel. In the Battle of Kings Mountain, 
1780, Lieutenant Colonel Patrick Fergu- 
son was killed while fighting gallantly. 


Evading Disaster 

The Battle of Brooklyn demonstrates 
“providential intervention” to an extraor- 
dinary degree. In late August 1776, Wash- 
ington’s 9,000 soldiers on Long Island had 
been outfought and hemmed in at Brook- 
lyn, with their backs to the East River, by 
General William Howe’s 34,000 troops. 
Defeat and capture of Washington’s sol- 
diers seemed imminent. If that happened, 
the war would be lost. 

Washington had to retreat. There was 
no choice, so he gave the order. But to 
cross the river, he had to get hundreds of 
boats, which he didn’t have, and favor- 
able weather conditions. Moreover, the 
British, with dozens of ships, could sail 
up the river to block escape. The Ameri- 
can army was trapped and a disaster was 
in the making. 

On August 29, bad weather — and bad 
judgment — kept General Howe from ad- 
vancing his troops across the mile and a half 
of open terrain separating the two lines. A 
violent storm broke out. Howe decided to 
put off the attack until morning. The storm 
brought a northeast wind so strong that the 
British ships could not sail upriver. That 
was a mixed blessing for the Americans 
because, while it deterred the British ships, 
it also made the river so rough that small 
boats, heavily laden with soldiers, could 
not cross the mile-wide river. 

One of Washington’s generals in Man- 
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On October 19, 1781, the Articles of Surrender were signed. 
Cornwallis’ men, numbering nearly 8,000, marched onto the 
field of surrender between two rows of soldiers, Americans on 
one side, French on the other, and laid down their arms under 


Washington's gaze. 


hattan commandeered sufficient small 
boats for the retreat, but the weather pre- 
vented their use. About 11 o’clock, ac- 
cording to David McCullough in /776, 
“as if by design, the northeast wind died 
down. Then the wind shifted to the south- 
west and a small armada of boats ... started 
over the river from New York.” 

All night long the army retreated 
across the East River, boatload by boat- 
load, aided by darkness and the deception 
that Washington ordered: leave campfires 
burning to give the appearance of our 
troops remaining in place. But with day- 
light, the deception would be exposed! 
And the river was open to British ships. 
McCullough tells us: 


Incredibly, yet again, circum- 
stance — fate, luck, Providence, 
the hand of God, as would be 
said so often — intervened. 


Just at daybreak a heavy fog settled 
in over the whole of Brooklyn, con- 
cealing everything no less than had 
the night. 


The fog was so thick that one man could 
scarcely see another six yards away. Yet 
even with the sun up, McCullough notes, 
the fog remained as dense as ever, while 
on the New York side of the river there 
was no fog at all. The “heavens” assisted 
the American cause. The entire army es- 
caped without a single loss of life. When 
the British attacked that morning, the first 
redcoats to reach the river saw only the fog 
and heard only the oars of boats taking the 
last soldiers across. By 7 a.m., Washington 
and his army were safe in New York with 
their horses, field artillery, baggage, and 
equipment. It was a miracle on the order of 
the Hebrews, pursued by Pharaoh’s army, 
crossing the Red Sea. 


Death of the man: After George Washington died, he was eulogized as “first in war, first in peace, 
and first in the hearts of his countrymen,” yet nowadays he is being erased from schools and 
history books — or despised as simply another slave-owner. 
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Stearns 


Miraculous weather played a role in 
the end of the war, as well as the begin- 
ning. At Yorktown in 1781, the tables 
were turned. The British were encircled 
with their backs to the York River. Wash- 
ington’s American troops and Rocham- 
beau’s French troops were tightening the 
noose around Lord Charles Cornwallis 
and his redcoats. 

Like Washington at Brooklyn, Corn- 
wallis sought to escape by boat to the 
farther shore rather than surrender. At 10 
p.m. on October 16, he began sending his 
troops by boat across the river. However, 
he later reported to commander-in-chief 
Sir Henry Clinton: 


With the utmost secrecy the light 
infantry, greater part of the guards, 
and part of the Twenty-third regi- 
ment landed at Gloucester; but at 
this critical moment, the weather, 
from being moderate and calm, 
changed to a most violent storm of 
wind and rain, and drove all of the 
boats ... down the river. 


Cornwallis was nearly out of gunpowder 
and “could not fire a single gun,” he told 
Clinton. “I therefore proposed to capitu- 
late.” On October 17, he sent a message 
to Washington proposing that terms of 
surrender be agreed upon. Washington 
accepted, and they were written up the 
next day. On October 19, 1781, the Ar- 
ticles of Surrender were signed. Corn- 
wallis’ men, numbering nearly 8,000, 
marched onto the field of surrender be- 
tween two rows of soldiers, Americans 
on one side, French on the other, and 
laid down their arms under Washing- 
ton’s gaze. Cornwallis himself was not 
present. He was, his second-in-command 
reported, too ill to attend. 

After the surrender, Washington sent 
the prisoners of war to prison camps in 
Virginia and Maryland, beyond the reach 
of the British forces remaining in Ameri- 
ca. He also issued the following order: 


Divine service is to be performed 
to-morrow in the several brigades 
and divisions. The Commander-in- 
chief earnestly recommends that the 
troops, not on duty, should univer- 
sally attend, with that seriousness 
of deportment and gratitude of heart 
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which the recognition of such reiter- 
ated and astonishing interpositions of 
Providence demand of us. 


When Lord North, the British prime min- 
ister, heard the news of Yorktown, he 
cried, “Oh God! It is all over.” There were 
continued hostilities for a short time — 
but nothing significant — until the news 
of Cormwallis’ surrender reached the rest 
of the British forces. Although the Brit- 
ish army remained armed and ready for 
more fighting, the British government 
forbade further offensive movements 
and began peace negotiations. However, 
it would be another two years before the 
Treaty of Paris formalized the cessation 
of hostilities and restored peaceful rela- 
tions between Great Britain and its newly 
independent American offspring. 
Washington commented later, “It will 
not be believed that such a force as Great 
Britain has employed for eight years in 
this country could be baffled in the plan of 
subjugating it, by numbers infinitely less, 
composed of men oftentimes half starved, 
always in rags, without pay, and experi- 
encing every species of distress which 
human nature is capable of undergoing.” 


Washington's Prayer for 

the United States of America 

In September 1783, the Treaty of Paris was 
signed, marking the official termination of 
America’s War for Independence. In June 
of that year, when it was clear that the treaty 
was near completion, Washington wrote a 
letter at his headquarters in Newburgh, New 
York, to mark his upcoming resignation as 
head of the Continental Army and sent it to 
the governors of all the states. (It became 
known as his “circular letter” because it was 
intended to circulate.) Before commenting 
on a number of issues facing the nation, 
he mentioned “the glorious events which 
Heaven has been pleased to produce in our 
favor.” He ended his letter with a statement 
that clearly summarized his attitude toward 
God, Jesus Christ, and the role of religion in 
American society. He wrote: 


I now make it my earnest prayer that 
God would have you, and the State 
over which you preside, in his holy 
protection; that he would incline the 
hearts of the citizens to cultivate a 
spirit of subordination and obedience 
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Above the rest: George Washington is pictured here in the rotunda of the U.S. Capitol building in 
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a fresco showing him rising to Heaven in glory, flanked by female figures representing Liberty and 
Victory/Fame. He is surrounded by six groups of figures showing the advances made by our country. 


to government; to entertain a brother- 
ly affection and love for one another, 
for their fellow citizens of the United 
States at large, and particularly for 
their brethren who have served in the 
field; and, finally, that he would most 
graciously be pleased to dispose us 
all to do justice, to love mercy, and to 
demean ourselves with that charity, 
humility and pacific temper of mind 
which were the characteristics of the 
Divine Author of our blessed religion 
and, without a humble imitation of 
whose example in these things, we 
can never hope to be a happy nation. 


The Death of Washington 

When Washington died, the country 
mourned. His friend General Henry Lee 
eulogized him as “first in war, first in 
peace, and first in the hearts of his country- 
men.” John Adams likewise praised him: 
“Washington’s example is complete; and 
it will teach wisdom and virtue to Magis- 
trates, Citizens, and Men, not only in the 
present age, but in future generations.” 
Even Napoleon, deep in exile years later, 
commented in tribute that the citizens of 
France “expected me to be another Wash- 
ington” —i.e., to willingly give up power. 
Decades later, Abraham Lincoln added his 
praise: “Washington is the mightiest name 


on earth.... To add brightness to the sun or 
glory to the name of Washington is alike 
impossible. Let none attempt it. In solemn 
awe pronounce the name, and in its naked 
deathless splendor leave it shining on.” 
Washington is deservedly a national 
icon. It is appropriate that the rotunda of 
our nation’s Capitol has a fresco entitled 
The Apotheosis of Washington. It shows 
Washington ascending to heaven in glory, 
surrounded by figures symbolizing ideals 
such as liberty and victory. (Apotheosis 
means, literally, raising a person to the 
rank of a god, or the glorification of a per- 
son as an ideal.) It is likewise appropriate 
that in 1976, America’s bicentennial year, 
Congress awarded George Washington the 
five-star rank of General of the Armies of 
the United States. Previously there had 
been a handful of officers who had at- 
tained five-star rank (as General of the 
Army, General of the Air Force, and Fleet 
Admiral), but Washington was elevated 
to the highest rank possible and given 
unique status for his role in the founding 
of America. In America’s military, no one 
can ever outrank George Washington. His 
name is enshrined as the name of our na- 
tion’s capital city and in hundreds of other 
places such as towns, streets, schools, col- 
leges, monuments, mountains, and a state. 
May it also be enshrined in our hearts. Hl 
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EXERCISING THE RIGHT 


Attempted 
Robbery on Cab Driver 


Cab drivers are frequently the victims of 
crimes since they usually work late hours, 
get paid in cash, and drive in high-crime 
neighborhoods. It is for this reason that a 
lot of them carry a concealed firearm for 
protection against criminals. WTHI-TV 
10 reported out of Terre Haute, Indiana, 
on May 20 about one such cab driver, 
whose handgun saved his life. The driver 
for First Choice Cab company picked up 
17-year-old Daivionne Young in down- 
town Terre Haute and drove him to an 
apartment complex. 

The driver suspected his passenger had 
ill intentions, but he thought that maybe 
the worst that Daivionne would do to 
him might be to run away from the cab 
without paying. Daivionne had other in- 
tentions. When the driver let Daivionne 
out, Daivionne pulled out a gun and de- 
manded that the driver hand over all of 
his cash. The driver, however, wasted no 
time in grabbing his own gun and firing 
at the suspect, injuring him. Terre Haute 
Police Public Information Officer Ryan 
Adamson posted on social media about 
the event and wrote that “the cab driver 
pulled out a gun and shot the suspect. 
Suspect took off. He was located by our 
uniform division, is in custody, he is 
being treated for non-life-threatening in- 
juries at a local hospital.” Adamson also 
wrote that the suspect will be charged as 
an adult for armed robbery, and investi- 
gators are not looking for any other sus- 
pects. Police did say that the driver was 
not injured in the incident. 

Vicki Schafer was an eyewitness to 
what occurred and told WTHI-TV 10 
that she “was upstairs working and I 
heard a couple of gunshots. I came out 
on the patio and I see a black man run- 
ning with a backpack ... and I’m pretty 
sure he had a knife in his hand, but I’m 
not really sure, but as soon as I see that, I 
kind of went back inside.” Investigators 
believe the cab driver acted within his 
legal right to self-defense under the law 
and at the time of this reporting there 
were no plans to press charges against 
him for the shooting. 
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“.. the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.” 
o MM 


Transient 
Breaks In to Home 


The Fox affiliate in the Seattle/Tacoma, 
Washington, area reported on May 19 about 
an incident in Thurston County, Washing- 
ton, where a homeowner discovered a 
homeless intruder wandering onto his prop- 
erty, a man who proceeded to attack him. 

An investigation by the Thurston 
County Sheriff’s Office revealed that the 
homeless man trespassed onto the man’s 
property and then refused to leave when 
confronted by the homeowner. Things 
quickly escalated when the homeless man 
then entered the victim’s house through a 
back door and began assaulting him. The 
homeowner fought not only for his life, 
but also for the life of his wife, who was 
also home at the time. 

Investigators are still collecting evi- 
dence, but they believe the homeowner did 
all he could to fight the burglary suspect 
off and even hit him with a large piece of 
wood. Unfortunately for the trespassing 
transient, the repeated blows with the piece 
of wood were not enough to stop him, and 
he continued to struggle with the home- 
owner. The homeowner was left with no 
other option but to resort to deadly force, 
so he retrieved a firearm and shot the sus- 
pect in the chest one time. Lieutenant Tim 
Rudloff of the Thurston County Sheriff’s 
Office told Q13Fox that “the homeowner 
knew that he did the right thing, and the 
only thing he could do to protect himself 
and his wife.” The Thurston County Sher- 
iff’s Office said the burglar was being 
treated for his injuries at a nearby medical 
facility and that as soon as he is released, 
he will be charged with first-degree resi- 
dential burglary. 

Neighbors would later tell Q13Fox that 
there is a serious problem with transients 
wandering around the area and trespass- 
ing on local properties. Ernie Brown ex- 
pressed frustration over the fact that this 
bloody incident was inevitable considering 
the widespread problems with transients 
being all over the area. Brown, a retired 
Marine and police officer, said that there 
is signage telling people that trespassing is 
not permitted, and he also explained that 
he wouldn’t show someone who broke 


into his home any mercy. “There are signs 
up there telling ’em they’re not supposed 
to do that.... They’re not being nice. Why 
should we be nice to them?” 


Houston Horror 


The Houston Chronicle reported on May 19 
out of Houston about a father of four young 
children who had to use lethal force to de- 
fend his family. The incident happened in 
the early hours of the morning when a sus- 
pect, who police believe may be between 
30 and 35 years old, broke in to a house 
through a ground-floor window. The father 
was awakened by the sound of shattering 
glass and ran to investigate what happened. 
He discovered a complete stranger standing 
outside his 13-year-old daughter’s room. 
The father confronted the man and tried 
to get him to leave the house, but the man 
was armed. The father was able to wrest 
the gun away from the man, and shot him 
repeatedly. 

While this violent and terrifying en- 
counter was going on, a neighbor who 
heard the gunfire came and helped the fa- 
ther’s children, who ranged in ages from 
four through 13, escape from the resi- 
dence. As the neighbor retreated, he saw 
the suspect brutally stabbing himself with 
a large kitchen knife. 

Police were soon called to the scene, 
where the suspect’s body was found out- 
side the home. The suspect was then trans- 
ported to Southwest Memorial Hospital, 
but he was declared dead. 

The family might never get over the 
trauma about what occurred that night, and 
investigators are still trying to piece to- 
gether the details of the event. The suspect 
acted like a man possessed and appeared 
to not have any motive for his actions or 
any connection to the family. “This ap- 
pears to be random.... Of course, it’s still 
under investigation — we still have a lot 
of research to do on the male that broke 
into the house as far as his criminal his- 
tory, his mental history and anything we 
can find in order to determine what would 
be the motive for this,” Detective Blake 
Roberts of the Houston Police Department 
told the Houston Chronicle. @ 

— PATRICK KREY 
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Dem Plans Aim to 
Undermine Private 
Healthcare 


IrEM: Vermont's independent Senator 
Bernie Sanders, in a piece in USA Today 
for May 6, says his proposed legislation 
(Medicare for All, or MfA), will save 
Americans from our “health care crisis.” 
The self-identified socialist lawmaker, 
who is seeking the Democratic presiden- 
tial nomination, bemoans the millions 
who are without health insurance, as well 
as the many more millions with employer- 
based insurance who are — in his words 
— “being fleeced by skyrocketing premi- 
ums and prescription drug prices.” 

But, says Sanders, “We can guarantee 
health care as a right to all by expanding 
Medicare, the most popular and success- 
ful program in American history.” 

The senator goes on: “Unlike private 
insurance, Medicare does not threaten to 
bankrupt people in order to enrich greedy 
CEOs. Instead, it guarantees coverage. 
Now here’s more good news: By expand- 
ing that coverage to everyone, we will 
save Americans money.” 

ITEM: News website Axios for April 30, in 
a feature on how Democratic candidates 
stand on Medicare for All, noted that all 
such major candidates have been “laying 
out plans for universal health-care cover- 
age, with Medicare for All overpowering 
the conversation.” All have “said they 
believe in the concept of universal health 
care, except they vary on how to get there 
— and on which plan can be more appeal- 
ing to achieve nationwide support.” 

ITEM: According to aggregator Real- 
ClearPolitics (RCP) for May 15, “Ameri- 
cans continue to express broad backing for 
‘Medicare for All,’ a term of art embraced 
by liberal activists and leaders, including 
most of the Democratic candidates in the 
large field of 2020 presidential hopefuls. 
This support, documented in a new sur- 
vey from RealClear Opinion Research, is 
especially pronounced among Democrats 
(82%), but is also strong among Indepen- 
dents, who favor it by a 2-to-1 margin. 
Even Republicans are evenly split.” 
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Future of Medicare? Analysts have explained that Bernie Sanders’ Medicare for All really means 


“Medicare for none” because Medicare, as seniors know it, would have to be undone to make 
way for a plan that would require government rationing of services. 


RCP staffer Carl Cannon went on to say 

that “some prominent White House policy 
advisers have concluded that the adminis- 
tration must produce its own alternative to 
Medicare for All if it wants to counter the 
liberal argument” for MfA. 
CorRRECTION: If White House and GOP 
policy advisors want to offer a real choice 
rather than a weak echo to their opponents, 
they will steer far clear from the “Medi- 
care for All” (MfA) plan being pushed by 
socialist Bernie Sanders and attack it on 
its demerits. 

Meanwhile, the universal healthcare 
programs supported by Sanders’ Demo- 
cratic competitors (including some who 
also back MfA) are not miracle therapies. 
Rather, they differ in the timelines before 
burying private care. 

The most extreme Democrat “progres- 
sives” are shooting full-bore to socialize 
virtually all medicine now, thinking their 
time is ripe. As recounted by the New York 
Times in March, MfA — which was “once 
at the edge of Democratic politics — has 
moved to the mainstream of the debate 
among the party’s numerous presidential 
contenders. Mr. Sanders, Independent of 
Vermont, ran on the idea in his 2016 cam- 
paign, and now five 2020 Democratic as- 
pirants have co-sponsored one of the two 


Medicare-for-all bills.” (A similar House 
version was introduced by Representative 
Pramila Jayapal, a Washington Democrat.) 

This concept, when offered without 
details, does poll pretty well. (Popular- 
ity drops considerably when facts are in- 
volved.) “Free” healthcare sounds as ap- 
pealing as pie in the sky. It also attracts 
activists and is intended to drive up the 
voter participation, especially for primary 
elections. But you still can’t fool all of the 
people in one swoop, or in general bipar- 
tisan elections. More are discovering that 
the nearly 60 million seniors and disabled 
Americans who are now receiving Medi- 
care benefits would be displaced from 
their current plan — thanks to Sanders’ 
generosity with our tax dollars. Then, they 
would be stuck in a new government-run 
healthcare program. 

Accordingly, some of the less-than- 
complete radicals are having second 
thoughts about the speed of the govern- 
ment grab. These folks are sometimes 
called “moderates” or “centrists” — sug- 
gesting they would work within the sys- 
tem for now. You know, like termites. 

Over time, negatives have emerged. 
Problems with implementing socialist 
plans have made “Fabian’-like, gradual 
socialism a more attractive alternative, 
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or so think their advocates. (Historical 
footnote: The British based Fabian So- 
ciety has long supported the gradualism 
route to socialism. The society’s original 
emblem, aptly, was a shield with a wolf 
in sheep’s clothing.) In mid-May, the Los 
Angeles Times warned that, while MfA is 
a “popular rallying cry, many Democrats 
worry that pushing for such a plan now 
is politically risky.” They are said to be 
“embracing more modest plans to use 
Medicare to expand insurance coverage.” 
This strategy, the paper observed, has 
more recently been “backed by former 
Vice President Joe Biden as well as other 
Democratic presidential hopefuls.” 

Free, it turns out, is quite expensive. 
Both the left-wing Urban Institute and the 
free-market-oriented Mercatus Center cal- 
culated that Bernie Sanders’ MfA would 
add at least $32 trillion to the federal bud- 
get over a decade. And that was calculated 
for last year’s version, which did not in- 
clude his current coverage for dental and 
long-term care. 

So far the gradualism ploy has worked. 
By comparison, well-publicized extreme 
programs make “moderate” radical- 
ism appear palatable. And you wind up 
with socialized medicine either way. 
At the end, the health insurance indus- 
try gets wiped out, and medical profes- 
sionals become what amounts to federal 
contractors. (Because of the hundreds 
of thousands of job losses that are esti- 
mated would accompany implementation 
of Medicare for All, the bighearted feds, 
using our money, will assist displaced 
workers, or so is the promise.) 

As it is, Medicare has plenty of prob- 
lems. For example, earlier this spring 
the program’s trustees reported its hos- 
pital trust fund will be bankrupt in 2026. 
(Monies will be taken from other tax 
pockets.) Washington has avoided its fis- 
cal duties for decades when it comes to 
Medicare. But, as noted by Christopher 
Holt of American Action Forum, the 
“Democrats are taking it one step further 
... by pushing to increase the financial 
burden of this and other health programs 
on the federal coffers.” 

Let’s take a look at the existing pro- 
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gram, which is complicated. Medicare 
may be “popular” (after all taxpayers have 
been required to fund it for decades), but 
today’s program wouldn’t exist in recog- 
nizable fashion if MfA took effect. 

Medicare is the federal health insurance 
program for people age 65 or older, as well 
as certain younger people with disabilities. 
It is funded through Medicare taxes based 
on your income, as well as through premi- 
ums paid by people with Medicare, and in 
part from the federal budget. 

Unsustainable, Medicare is the prime 
driver of federal deficits and the National 
Debt: Its cash shortfall represented 46 per- 
cent of the deficit last year, and is responsi- 
ble for about one-third of the federal debt. 
In 2017, Medicare spending accounted for 
about 15 percent of total federal spending 
and around 20 percent of total national 
health spending — totals that are jumping 
up. Its actuaries, in a recent report, pro- 
jected that Medicare spending will rise by 
7.4 percent each year over the next decade. 

That record alone is proof of federal 
government’s “efficiency.” After all, that 
is just for a portion of the population. To 
nationalize universal healthcare is irration- 
al. As Health and Human Services Secre- 
tary Alex Azar put it in February: “The so- 
called Medicare-for-all in any of its forms 
is Medicare for none.” 


- coe Deere 
MLE ED, Cm 


What it would do is either eliminate 
directly or completely undermine the 
private health insurance system in 
this country. That’s over 140 million 
Americans [who] are getting insur- 
ance from their private employers, 
and you know, when some of the 
same individuals sold you on Obama- 
care and said you could keep your in- 
surance plan if you like it, this time 
they don’t even make that promise. 

This time it will undermine private 
insurance. It will hurt our seniors be- 
cause what it will do, it will drive 
doctors and hospitals out of the insur- 
ance system. It will hurt the promise 
we made to our seniors for quality 
access to care. 


The secretary pointed out that the “core” 
of MfA is to force private insurers to adopt 
the payments that Medicare pays doctors 
and hospitals. Indeed, the left-wing New 
York Times admitted (in its print issue on 
April 22) that the gap between payments 
to hospitals by Medicare and by private 
insurers for the same medical services — 
with Medicare usually paying much less 
— may prove to be “the biggest obstacle 
for advocates” of MfA and would likely 
lead to “significant changes throughout 
the health care industry, which makes up 
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18 percent of the nation’s economy and is 
one of the nation’s largest employers.” 

You may not love the healthcare insur- 
ance industry, but it is remarkable that a 
major presidential campaign promise is 
based on sinking it altogether. The New 
York Times (in a March 22 article) ac- 
knowledges that fact: 


Doing away with an entire industry 
would also be profoundly disruptive. 
The private health insurance busi- 
ness employs at least a half a million 
people, covers about 250 million 
Americans, and generates roughly a 
trillion dollars in revenues. Its com- 
panies’ stocks are a staple of the mu- 
tual funds that make up millions of 
Americans’ retirement savings. 

Such a change would shake the en- 
tire health care system, which makes 
up a fifth of the United States econ- 
omy, as hospitals, doctors, nursing 
homes and pharmaceutical compa- 
nies would have to adapt to a new set 
of rules. Most Americans would have 
a new insurer — the federal govern- 


ment — and many would find the 
health insurance stocks in their retire- 
ment portfolios much less valuable. 


Also keep in mind that health “coverage” 
does not equal health “care.” As noted in 
an April Heritage Foundation report, the 
“British National Health Service (NHS) 
and Canadian health systems (both single- 
payer systems) ration health care, creating 
access problems for patients. Waiting lists 
are a significant problem in the Canadi- 
an system. In 2017, Canadians were on 
waiting lists for an estimated 1,040,791 
procedures.” Moreover, Canada’s system 
doesn’t cover dental care, vision, or drugs, 
among other services; a majority of Ca- 
nadians have private insurance for such 
coverage. Such private coverage would 
not be allowed in the United States under 
the Sanders nationalization plan. 

Forcing the acceptance of the lower 
Medicare reimbursement rates would 
drive private insurers out of the market- 
place, as described by HHS Secretary 
Azar. They would not, as he said, “be 
able to compete with socialist price con- 
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Taking the shirts off their backs: Bernie Sanders and other Democratic presidential candidates want 
to nationalize healthcare, jeopardizing the jobs of hundreds of thousands of insurance and hospital 
workers and endangering the retirement portfolios of seniors who are invested in those areas. 
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trols, meaning if you have your insurance 
through your employer, it would either go 
away immediately or it would eventually 
go away. It’s just that simple.” 

Under MfA (and certain Medicare “ex- 
pansion” plans), there would be no net- 
work, premiums, deductibles, or copay- 
ments. With the exception of cosmetic 
surgery, virtually all other services would 
be “free” at the point of care for everyone. 
The Vermont socialist was apparently de- 
lighted to tell CBS News that, under his 
plan, private insurance would be reduced 
to paying for “nose jobs.” 

Peter Suderman, who writes regularly 
on healthcare and the federal budget for 
Reason, has observed that Sanders’ plan 
has an inherent contradiction. The senator 


not only wants to expand govern- 
ment-provided coverage to everyone 
in the country, he wants that cover- 
age to be significantly more generous 
than Medicare, private insurance, or 
comparable government-run systems 
in other countries. On the other hand, 
he wants to drastically cut payments 
to hospitals, many of which lose 
money on Medicare right now, mak- 
ing up for the program’s relatively 
low payments by charging much 
higher prices to private insurers. 

What Sanders is proposing, in 
other words, is that the government 
finance a significant increase in gov- 
ernment services while also radically 
reducing the amount it pays for those 
services. Even making generous as- 
sumptions, it’s almost impossible to 
see how his plan could work. 


At the same time, Sanders has offered no 
viable financing program for MfA. It’s 
easier to destroy than create, apparently. 
After the fact, we’ll inform the peons of 
the additional taxes. 

That is the real prognosis for universal 
healthcare, by whatever label: Our social- 
ist solons swear that government-man- 
aged healthcare will save huge amounts 
— while in actuality Americans get stuck 
paying double in taxes. Ml 

— WILLIAM P. Hoar 
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THE !,\5 WORD 


BY STEVE BYAS 


EU Elections: Is Brexit the Beginning of the EU’s Demise? 


he desire of the Brit- 
| ish people to reassert 
their national sover- 
eignty and leave the increas- 
ingly dictatorial European 
Union (EU) was reiterated 
in European Parliament elec- 
tions held this past week. This 
desire to leave the EU (Brex- 
it) was loudly proclaimed in a 
2016 British national referen- 
dum, and the failure to carry 
out the wishes of the British 
electorate has so far cost two 
prime ministers — David 
Cameron and Theresa May 
— their lofty positions. 

Just as eastern European 
nations (Hungary, Poland, 
East Germany, Romania, and Czechoslovakia) escaped Soviet 
tyranny in the 1980-90s, nations across Europe are now voicing 
their desire to rule themselves. Political parties and leaders that 
are advocating freedom from the shackles of the EU made huge 
gains in the United Kingdom, France, and Italy. 

In Great Britain, the governing Conservative Party is implod- 
ing because it has been unable, or unwilling, to carry out the 
mandate of the 2016 Brexit to leave the EU. But the Labour 
Party that has been the main opposition to the Conservatives 
for almost a hundred years also took a beating in the European 
Parliament elections. Emerging first in the balloting was the 
Brexit Party, which captured 28 of the 73 seats that the United 
Kingdom is entitled to in the European Parliament — an as- 
tounding feat for a political party that is only a few weeks old. 

Labour was stuck in third place, behind Brexit and the Lib- 
eral Party, but ahead of the ruling (for now) Conservative Party, 
which finished a dismal fifth. 

U.K. Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt expressed deep concern 
for his Conservative Party, but he accurately diagnosed the prob- 
lem. He warned that the Tories faced an “existential risk to our 
party unless we now come together and get Brexit done.” 

The Brexit Party was founded by Nigel Farage to get Brexit 
done, and the party told the voters it is willing to get that done, 
even if no exit deal with the EU is in place. “If we don’t leave 
on October 31, then the scores you have seen for the Brexit Party 
today will be repeated in a general election — and we are getting 
ready for it,” Farage said. 

Indeed, if the ruling Conservative Party fails to leave the 
EU, Nigel Farage might very well be taking up residence at 10 
Downing Street. 

The desire to be free of the EU’s centralizing tendencies is 
spreading across Europe, as the elections for European Parlia- 
ment indicate. In France, Marine Le Pen’s anti-EU National 
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Rally party won the most 
seats. Le Pen said the result 
“confirms the new nation- 
alist-globalist division” not 
only in France, but in other 
nations, as well. Le Pen’s 
party captured 24 percent of 
the vote, while President Em- 
manuel Macron’s party had 
21 percent. In Italy, the anti- 
EU League Party of Matteo 
Salvini won 32 percent of the 
vote, up from a mere six per- 
cent five years ago, to win the 
most seats in the European 
Parliament from that country. 

Salvini placed his victory 
in the larger context of the 
revolt against the globalism 
of the EU. “Not only is the League the first party in Italy, but 
Marine Le Pen is first in France, Nigel Farage is first in Great 
Britain. Therefore, Italy, France and England: the sign of a Eu- 
rope that is changing, that is fed up.” 

Pro-EU parties are still expected to hold a majority in the 751- 
seat European Parliament. However, the political reality is that, 
if France and Italy were to join the British in leaving the EU, the 
EU would likely be done. Perhaps Germany, which is the most 
dominant nation in the EU, could hold together a drastically 
reduced European Union, but it would be an EU dramatically 
reduced in power and influence. 

In 1988, then-U.K. Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher warned 
about the centralizing growth of the European Community, 
which was morphing into the European Union. “We have not 
successfully rolled back the frontiers of the state in Britain, only 
to see them re-imposed at a European level, with a European 
super-state exercising new dominance.” 

What has happened in Europe should send a powerful warn- 
ing to Americans about our own multilateral trade deals, such 
as the USMCA proposal by President Donald Trump, that could 
very well leave America trapped inside a North American Union 
with Canada and Mexico. If USMCA is agreed to by Congress, 
then a very large chunk of our national sovereignty will have 
been surrendered, with more loss of national independence 
looming in the future. 

The British failed to heed the warnings of Thatcher concerning 
the loss of British sovereignty to a centralized and authoritarian 
European Union. Hopefully, Americans will learn from their ex- 
perience. It is much easier to enter into a sovereignty-killing trade 
deal than it is to exit one. The wiser choice for America is to exit 
our present entanglements such as the United Nations, the World 
Trade Organization, and NAFTA, and avoid traps such as those 
that have ensnared the people and nations of Europe. 
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SUMMER TOUR 2019 


WITH ALEX NEWMAN 


There is a reason the Deep State globalists sound so confident about the success of their agenda — they have a secret weapon: More than 
85 percent of American children are being indoctrinated by radicalized government schools. In this explosive talk, Alex Newman exposes 
the insanity that has taken over the public school system. From the sexualization of children and the reshaping of values to deliberate 
dumbing down, Alex shows how dangerous this threat is — not just to our children, but also to the future of faith, family, and freedom 
— and what every American can do about it. 


GEORGIA 
May 17 / Suwanee / Dahlys Hamilton / 770-870-9401 
May 17 / Marietta / Boyd Parks / 770-975-3303 


SOUTH CAROLINA 
May 20 / Spartanburg / Evan Mulch / 864-804-0789 
May 21 / Greenville / Evan Mulch / 864-804-0789 
May 21 / Greenville / Justin Summerlin / 864-230-2496 
May 22 / Columbia / Ray Moore / 803-237-8680 
May 23 / Spartanburg / Evan Mulch / 864-804-0789 
May 24 / Summerville / Joan Brown / 843-810-9670 


VIRGINIA 
May 27 / Hampton / Tricia Stall / 757-897-4842 
May 29 / Chesapeake / Tricia Stall / 757-897-4842 
May 30 / Richmond / Thomas Redfern / 804-722-1084 
June 4 / Falls Church / Tricia Stall / 757-897-4842 


CONNECTICUT 
June 7 / Hartford / Imani Mamalution / 860-983-5279 
June 8 / Hartford / Imani Mamalution / 860-983-5279 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 
June 10 / Plymouth / Rebecca Bailey / 603-728-8949 


MASSACHUSETTS 
June 11 / Reading / Hal Shurtleff / 857-498-1309 
June 11 / Sagamore / Mary Anne Alliegro / 985-788-3414 


INDIANA 

June 15 / Indianapolis / Robert Hall / 812-824-2762 
MICHIGAN 

June 16 / Nunica/ Arline Helms / 231-750-9541 
OHIO 
June 17 / Brecksville / Dan Hromada / 440-346-4020 
ILLINOIS 

June 18 / Naperville / Dan Mitchell / 630-243-0575 


MISSOURI 
June 20 / Ellisville / Dan Sexson / 636-448-6575 
June 21 / Kansas City / Don Lowther / 816-215-6210 


NEBRASKA 
June 22 / Lincoln / Nancy Carr / 402-304-2769 


SOUTH DAKOTA 
June 28 / Rapid City / Tonchi Weaver / 605-390-4078 


WYOMING 

June 29 / Sheridan / Jan Loftus / 307-673-0157 
June 30 / Casper / Marti Halverson / 307-413-5236 
July 1 / Cody / Marti Halverson / 307-413-5236 


OREGON 
July 10 / King City/ Sally Crino / 503-522-3926 


WASHINGTON 
July 12 & 13 / Spokane / Caleb Collier / 509-999-0479 
July 14 / Lynnwood (Seattle) / Lillian Erickson / 425-269-9991 


CALIFORNIA 
July 18 / Lodi / Greg Goehring / 209-712-1635 
July 23 / Thousand Oaks / Joe Panzarello / 818-281-7244 


IDAHO 
July 27 / Challis / Darr Moon / 208-838-3714 


WYOMING 
July 29 / Star Valley / Marti Halverson / 307-413-5236 
July 30 / Cheyenne / Marti Halverson / 307-413-5236 


COLORADO 
July 31 / Colorado Springs / John Heimsoth / 719-355-9361 
August 1 / Pueblo / Jennifer Lorensen / 719-546-3821 


ARIZONA 
August 5 / Sierra Vista / Mark Amsdell / 814-673-8262 
August 6 / Phoenix / Barbara Blewster / 480-833-4937 


TEXAS 
ugust 13 / Temple / Janice Carter / 409-718-8518 
ugust 14 / Austin / Laura Pressley / 512 762-3825 
ugust 15 / Houston / Ken Hoover / 713-829-3122 
ugust 15 / Victoria / Norlene Ckodre / 361-550-8520 
Alex has a B.S. degree in journalism from the Uni- 
versity of Florida with an emphasis on economics 
and international relations, as well as an A.A. degree » 7 

in foreign languages from Miami-Dade College. He “= 
is co-author of the book Crimes of the Educators, 


and currently serves as a foreign correspondent for 
The New American magazine and an Advanced Eco- 
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nomics teacher at FreedomProject Academy. 
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ARTHUR &. 


IN THE SHADOWS OF THE DEEP STATE 


Learn about the history of the CFR and its key role in implementing the 
Deep State’s agenda to bring about a one-world, socialist government. 
Includes a 2017 CFR membership list, updates, and added addendums! 


By Arthur R. Thompson, CEO, The John Birch Society 
(2019ed, 372pp, 1-4/$10.95ea; 5-9/$9.00ea; 10-23/$7.50ea; 24+/$6.45ea) BKISODS 


Go to ShopJBS.org or call 1-800-342-6491 to order! = [isi 


